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Maralinga
The struggle for return of the lands
Garry Hiskey
PB • 290 PP • 234 x 156 • Colour section • 
ISBN 9781743057254 • $34.95
The British government notoriously conducted a series of 
atomic bomb tests in South Australia’s Maralinga lands 
during the 1950s and 1960s. The traditional owners, the 
Anangu, were moved to Yalata, within a kilometre or so of 
the main highway from Adelaide to Perth. Estranged from 
their lands and unable to visit their sacred sites or attend to 
the ritual obligations owed to the lands, the Yalata 
community became a troubled one.

Fifty years later, in 1980, a legal battle began to enable 
the Anangu to return. Young lawyer Garry Hiskey, senior 
solicitor for the Aboriginal Legal Rights Movement, was 
assigned to the case. This is his story of the fight to return 

the Maralinga lands to their original owners, helping them gain 
an inalienable freehold title to some 76,000 square kilometres 
of land.

Garry Hiskey, a retired magistrate, acted as solicitor for Yalata 
Community Inc. in the negotiations that led to passage of the 
Maralinga Tjarutja Land Rights Act 1984. He was appointed 
registrar of the Credit Tribunal in 1976 and took the role of 
senior solicitor for the Aboriginal Legal Rights Movement of 
South Australia from 1980 to 1984.

Praise for Maralinga

‘An insider’s account of the hard work and political 
manoeuvring necessary for land justice to be achieved for 
Aboriginal people fighting to reclaim what is already theirs.’ –
Larissa Behrendt

Lead Title Aboriginal / Australian History

Vernacular Visions
A folklife history of Australia: art, diversity, 
storytelling
Noris Ioannou
Jacketed HB • 292 PP • 260 x 250 • Full colour t/out • 
ISBN 9781743057384 • $79.95
What is the character of Australian folk creativity, where 
does it spring from, what are its artistic outcomes, and what 
does it say about the diverse make-up of the nation and its 
history and culture? Cultural historian Dr Noris Ioannou 
explores these queries in this, the first comprehensive and 
richly illustrated cultural history text on Australian folk 
creativity, its art and its stories. 

Vernacular Visions highlights the communal and 
spontaneous creativity and meaning of folk art, embracing it 
as a tool for the imagining and re-telling of everyday life. 
Based on extensive research combining ethnology, material 
culture studies, folkloristics and art history, Dr Ioannou 

Lead Title Art / Australian History
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origins and character of Australia’s vernacular creativity and its 
springboard of diverse visual traditions.

From the ancient and contemporary creative practices of 
Australia’s indigenous people, to those which emerged from the 
colonial and our ongoing migrant experiences – embracing bush 
mythology, love of sport, larrikin character, ‘fair go’ national 
values, and ‘making do’ resourcefulness – the author highlights 
the perennial and animating themes that determine the diverse 
and multicultural character of Australian folk creativity, its diverse 
artistic outcomes and its extraordinary stories: from the vast 
outback to the crowded urban and suburban fringes.

Dr Noris Ioannou is an Adelaide-based cultural historian among 
Australia’s foremost published writers on material folk culture 
and the decorative arts. He is the author of seven other books 
including three cultural histories.

Lead Title Biography

disappointments of her career, her shattered relationships and the 
battles she fought against ill health culminating in career-
destroying deafness. 

Richard Davis is an internationally acclaimed writer specialising 
in biographies. A Star on Her Door: The Life and Career of June 
Bronhill is the latest in a series devoted to the lives of famous 
Australian musicians. Previous titles include Close to the Flame: 
The Life of Stuart Challender and Wotan’s Daughter: The Life of 
Marjorie Lawrence, both published by Wakefield Press, and 
biographies of pianists Geoffrey Parsons and Eileen Joyce. These 
have enjoyed international critical success and earned Richard the 
Joan Sutherland and Richard Bonynge Award for the Arts. Richard 
is also the author of some lighter books including the popular 
Great Australian Ghost Stories. He also teaches creative writing.

A Star on Her Door
The life and career of June Bronhill
Richard Davis,  
foreword by Marina Prior
PB • 258 PP • 234 x 156 • B&W illus section • 
ISBN 9781743058015 • $34.95
For four decades June Bronhill was a household name  
in Britain and Australia. Whilst her name, her face and her 
voice became synonymous with the title role in Lehar’s  
The Merry Widow and Maria in The Sound of Music, Bronhill’s 
career covered grand opera, comic opera, musicals, straight 
plays, variety, radio, concerts, television and recording. 
Extraordinary talent brought her success, fame and the 
devotion of a legion of fans, but there was a private June the 
public seldom saw. This is the story of one of Australia’s 
most beloved stars and of the woman beyond the starlight. 
It explores her journey to stardom from outback Broken Hill 
to Covent Garden and London’s West End, the triumphs and 
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Stephanie Radok is an artist and writer based in Adelaide, South 
Australia. She has worked as a redoubtable art critic for thirty years. In 
2011, 2012 and 2013 she co-edited the first three issues of Artlink 
Indigenous with Daniel Browning. Her artwork is in the collections of the 
National Gallery of Australia, the National Gallery of Victoria and the 
Flinders University Museum of Art.

•	In 2013 her book An Opening: Twelve love stories about art was long-
listed for the inaugural Stella Prize for writing by Australian women. 

Praise for Becoming a Bird

‘Becoming a Bird creates a sense of space and possibility – a way to 
respond to art beyond received critical frameworks. Like Stephanie 
Radok’s previous work An Opening, it’s built around twelve months of the 
year and twelve freewheeling journeys into art, museums, memory and 
creativity.’ – Mike Ladd

Becoming a Bird
Untold stories about art
Stephanie Radok
PB • 182 PP • 198 x 129 • ISBN 9781743058022 • $24.95
Writer and artist Stephanie Radok reflects on art and its purposes. 
Becoming a Bird: untold stories about art includes her travels to multiple 
museums in the northern hemisphere, wandering and wondering.

She takes the reader from Venice to her terrazzo bathroom, finds 
her Adelaide garden underground in Rome, remembers how to wiggle 
her ears in Berlin, and sees St Francis in New York.

In twelve meditative stories which reflect on memory, childhood, 
weeds, death, freedom and the soft fur of a dog, Stephanie Radok 
discovers that, mostly, we are all at home everywhere in this world.
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Essays / Art

harshness of travel in Australia’s north. Ahead lay territory unknown to 
Europeans, as well as numerous tests of endurance, strength and courage.

Creaghe’s diary is one of the most remarkable documents of Australian 
exploration, written by one of the rarest of explorers – a woman.

Editor Peter Monteath, a Fellow of the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation, 
teaches History in the School of International Studies at Flinders University, 
Adelaide. His recent books include Flight to Fame, Australia: A German 
traveller in the age of gold (by Friedrich Gerstäcker), POW: Australian 
prisoners of war in Hitler’s Reich, Red Professor: The Cold War life of Fred 
Rose (with Valerie Munt), Interned: Torrens Island 1914–1915 (with Mandy 
Paul and Rebecca Martin), and the edited collection Germans: Travellers, 
settlers and their descendants in South Australia.

The Diary of Emily Caroline Creaghe
Edited with an introduction by  
Peter Monteath
PB • 154 PP • 234 x 156 • B&W images throughout • 
ISBN 9781743056660 • $24.95
‘We none of us ate any salt meat, or anything that would tend to give us 
a thirst. We are now on what is called the “Table-land”, a flat piece of 
country on the top of a very high mountain. We are now in unexplored 
country where no white man has been before, so it is uncertain when we 
may see water again.’

So reads part of the entry in Caroline Creague’s diary for Monday  
23 April 1883. By that time, as a sole female member of an exploring 
party, she was already well acquainted with the privations and 
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Australian History

Kulurdu Marni Ngathaitya! (Sounds 
Good to Me!) A Kaurna Learner’s 
Guide, Second edition
Robert Amery, Jane Simpson, 
Illustrated by Anne Best
PB • 272 PP • 297 x 210 • Colour photographs / B&W drawings 
t/out • ISBN 9781743057131 • $39.95
Few resources exist to assist the learner of Kaurna, the language of 
the Adelaide Plains, South Australia. This Kaurna Learners’ Guide, 
Kulurdu Marni Ngathaitya!, has been developed as a step-by-step 
guide for learning to speak the language and to assist teachers of 
Kaurna language. It assumes no previous knowledge though, of 
course, many Kaurna people will know some of the language 
already.

Aboriginal / Language
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common words and expressions for use in a range of contexts on topics that 
are often spoken about, allowing the learner to dive straight into the 
language. Part Two (Chapters 17–25) guides the learner through various 
aspects of Kaurna grammar and sentence construction and provides 
detailed explanation.

Language learning is rewarding. Learning Kaurna can provide insights 
into Kaurna culture and the way of thinking of Kaurna people as they lived in 
the nineteenth century.

Robert Amery, a non-Aboriginal man, has published widely on the Kaurna 
language and efforts to reclaim it. Working together with Kaurna people, he 
continues to research many aspects of the language.

Jane Simpson, a non-Aboriginal linguist, has worked closely with Rob 
Amery over the years in interpreting historical records of the Kaurna 
language.

up about a third of the island, ensuring its unspoiled land is protected for the 
future – a far cry from the days when the island was inhabited by whalers, 
sealers and others who pillaged the natural resources. 

This stunning collection of photographs captures some of the unique 
beauty and richness of Kangaroo Island. 

Alison Higgs is a Kangaroo Island resident.

Key Selling Points
•	Timely – photography taken prior to the 2019/2020 bushfires that 

ravaged the island,

•	Another beautiful full-colour entry in Wakefield’s respected coffee-table 
book collection.

Kangaroo Island
Edited by Alison Higgs

HB • 192 PP • 231 x 347 • Colour photographs t/out • 
ISBN 9781743057032 • $79.95
An image as an expression of a journey, and a comment on a moment.

Separated from the mainland by the 30 kilometres of treacherous 
water known as Backstairs Passage, Kangaroo Island is Australia’s 
third-largest island. The coast, wild and rugged in parts, has cliffs 
and rocky outcrops formed by a beating from the Southern Atlantic, 
interspersed with tranquil soft white sandy beaches and turquoise 
waters. 

Kangaroo Island is home to a thriving community dominated by 
agriculture, fishing and tourism. Nature parks and conservation take 
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Bestsellers of 2020 Fiction

Memoir							      Fiction / History

A New Name for the Colour Blue
Annette Marner
PB • 228 PP • 210 x 140 • ISBN 9781743057018 • 
$24.95

Ten years after the disappearance of her best friend, 
and the death of her mother, Cassandra Noble 
escapes her country childhood to pursue life as an 
artist in the city. On the threshold of a promising 
career as a painter, her creativity suddenly abandons 
her. Soon after, she finds herself with a lover who 
wishes to control her just as her father once did.

While her last painting just might hold the key to 
why she can no longer create, what will happen when 
she discovers the two tragic events of her childhood 
are linked in ways she could never have imagined?

A New Name for the Colour Blue is a story of the 
healing power of remembering, of love, and the 
breathtaking beauty of the natural world.
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Young Adult Fiction 				    Fiction				  
Taking Down Evelyn Tait
Poppy Nwosu
PB • 264 PP • 210 x 140 • ISBN 9781743056974 • 
$24.95

Impulsive Lottie – heavy-metal fan, expert tomato-
grower and frequent visitor to the principal’s office – 
is in even more trouble than usual.

Her best friend Grace has dropped an unlikely 
bombshell: she’s dating Lottie’s mortal enemy,  
good-girl Evelyn Tait.

Studious Jude, the boy next door, has the perfect 
war plan. Lottie will beat Evelyn at her own good-girl 
game, unveiling Miss Perfect’s sinister side  
in the process.

Taking life more seriously starts as fun,  
but soon offers its own rewards . . . so long as Lottie 
can manage gorgeous Sebastian’s sudden interest, 
Jude acting weird, and the discovery that she might 
actually be good at something.

Taking Down Evelyn Tait is a story about family, 
friends and embracing who you are. Even if that 
person is kind of weird.
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Dreams They Forgot
EMMA ASHMERE
PB • 252 PP • 210 x 140 • ISBN 9781743057063 • 
$24.95

Emma Ashmere’s story collection explores illusion, 
deception and acts of quiet rebellion. Diverse 
characters travel high and low roads through time and 
place – from a grand 1860s Adelaide music hall to a 
dilapidated London squat, from a modern Melbourne 
hospital to the 1950s Maralinga test site, to the 1990s 
diamond mines of Borneo.
Undercut with longing and unbelonging, absurdity and 
tragedy, thwarted plans and fortuitous serendipity, each 
story offers glimpses into the dreams, limitations, gains 
and losses of fragmented families, loners and lovers, 
survivors and misfits, as they piece together a place for 
themselves in the imperfect mosaic of the natural and 
unnatural world.
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Long Flight Home
Lainie Anderson 
PB • 372 PP • 210 x 140 • ISBN 9781743056639 • $29.95

The First World War is over and air mechanic Wally Shiers 
has promised to return home to his fiancée, Helena Alford. 
But Wally never reckoned on charismatic fighter pilot Ross 
Smith, and an invitation to compete in the world’s most 
audacious air race.

A £10,000 prize has been offered for the first airmen to 
fly from England to Australia. Smith is banking on an open-
cockpit Vickers Vimy, a biplane with a fuselage that looks 
ominously like a coffin.

And who can resist a hero? Wally writes to Helena to 
say he won’t be home for another year - and the love of his 
life is left holding her hand-stitched wedding dress ...

Using war diaries, letters and Churchill Fellowship 
research from along the race route, Long Flight Home 
recreates one of the most important – and largely 
forgotten – chapters in world aviation history.

Out of Copley Street
A working-class boyhood

Geoff Goodfellow
PB • 174 PP • 210 x 140 • B&W images t/out • 
ISBN 9781743057575 • $24.99

A poignant snapshot of working-class Australian life in 
the 1950s and 60s, expertly rendered with the vivid 
lived detail and wry knockabout humour that poet and 
literary icon Geoff Goodfellow is famous for.

‘A rollicking slice of an unlikely life. Watch young Geoff 
find poetry – and a few scraps of wisdom – the hard 
way. Ears up, chest out, flat-chat, punching on  
and wising up.’ – Tim Winton

‘A dry, sparkling clarity, a pure tone that hovers  
on the edge of laughter: these stories are a revelation.’ 
– Helen Garner
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The Kangaroo Islanders
A story of South Australia before colonisation 1823
W.A. Cawthorne, Edited by Rick 
Hosking 
PB • 256 PP • 234 x 156 • Colour illustration section • 
ISBN 9781862546554 • $39.95

Written in the mid-1850s before any official or more 
orthodox history of the South Australian colony had 
appeared, The Kangaroo Islanders is one of the few 
colonial novels that represents in fleeting glimpses  
some of the improvisational and interactive encounters 
between the colonisers and the colonised on the edges  
of the island continent.

Rick Hosking has annotated the book extensively with 
absorbing historical information and fascinating details  
of personalities and events, making this new edition  
of The Kangaroo Islanders a delight for both fiction fans 
and history buffs. And art lovers too, for the book includes 
pages of many of W.A. Cawthorne’s best watercolours, 
reproduced in colour. A book for omnivores, indeed!
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Alas, for the Pelicans!
Flinders, Baudin and beyond

Edited by Anne Chittleborough, 
Gillian Dooley, Brenda Glover 
and Rick Hosking 
PB • 252 PP • 244 x 170 • B&W images • 
ISBN 9781743057995 • $34.95

In 1802 a Frenchman and an Englishman 
famously encountered each other off the southern 
shores of ’Terra Australis’. The voyages of 
discovery of Nicolas Baudin and Matthew Flinders 
opened the way for the increasingly rapid 
invasion and colonisation of the Australian 
continent. This collection of essays, images and 
poems  examines some of the cultural contexts of 
their voyages and the ramifications of their 
discoveries over the ensuing years. Flinders 
himself poignantly noted that the arrival of 
Europeans heralded the passing of what he 
romantically termed the golden age of the 
pelicans.

February 2021

Holiday Reads Young Adult fiction

Back in Print Non-fiction		  True Crime

Road Rage
Fred Guilhaus
PB • 312 PP • 210 x 140 • ISBN 9781743057797 • 
$29.95

Close friends cycle to escape the pressures of big city 
living. A vehicle cuts them down from behind, causing 
serious injury. Is this road rage, car versus bike? Or is it 
a copycat terrorist attack? Could road rage be 
spreading like a virus? We discover how they became 
friends, as each opens up with personal stories. 

How to cope with the aggressor? Is revenge the 
answer? Peel away the layers of friendship and who 
are we really?

Road Rage challenges notions of ‘them and us’, right 
and wrong. In the revelations of each life’s journey, Fred 
Guilhaus paints a gripping tale of modern life, with 
remarkable twists and turns.
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 Fiction							       History

Indigo Owl
Charlie Archbold
PB • 336 PP • 210 x 140 • ISBN 9781743057322 • 
$24.95

When Scarlet Bergen leaves her childhood home to be 
trained at the Arcadia Institute, harnessing her psychic 
Solitaire talents, it feels like the beginning of her future. 
But on the Institute steps, her father whispers a life-
changing secret about the past. Her mother, a geneticist 
who disappeared when Scarlet was ten, had enemies …

Scarlet vows to discover the truth – and is joined by 
fellow cadets: tech-savvy Rumi, a tenacious truthhunter, 
and Dylan, the aloof classmate who can literally read 
her mind. Together, they’ll uncover a planet-wide 
conspiracy … and discover that there’s little the 
Galbraith Executives won’t do to get what they want.

Indigo Owl is a fast-paced dystopian adventure 
from author Charlie Archbold, winner of a 2018 
Children’s Book Council of Australia Honour Book  
for Older Readers.
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The Girl with the Gold Bikini 
LISA WALKER
PB • 264 PP • 210 x 140 • ISBN 9781743056875 • 
$24.95

Eighteen-year-old Olivia Grace has deferred her law 
degree and ducked out of her friends’ gap-year tour  
of Asia. Instead, she’s fulfilling her childhood dream  
of becoming a private investigator, following in the 
footsteps of Nancy Drew and Veronica Mars.

Playing Watson to the Sherlock of her childhood 
friend, detective agency owner Rosco (once the Han Solo 
to her Princess Leia), Olivia pursues a routine cheating 
husband case from the glitzy Gold Coast to Insta-perfect 
Byron Bay, where she faces yoga wars, dirty whale 
activism, and a guru who’s kind of a creep.

Olivia Grace is a teenage screwball heroine for the 
#metoo era, and The Girl with the Gold Bikini is a body-
positive detective romp, rich with pop-culture pleasures.
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Flight to Fame
Victory in the 1919 Great Air Race,  
England to Australia
Ross Smith, Edited by Peter Monteath
PB • 180 PP • 234 x 156 • ISBN 9781743056400 • $29.95

Flight to Fame, a classic adventure story, tells the hair-raising 
tale of the world-first flight from England to Australia, in the 
words of the pilot, (Sir) Ross Smith.

In March 1919, Australia’s prime minister announced a 
prize of £10,000 for the first successful flight from Great 
Britain to Australia in under 30 days. Late that same year, 
the victorious pilots, Ross and Keith Smith, landed in 
Darwin to international acclaim. 

During the race, Ross and his brother Keith (his co-pilot 
and navigator) wrote in their diaries daily, recording the 
journey of their four-man crew in their Vickers Vimy 
G-EAOU twin-engine plane, its open cockpit exposing them 
to snow, sleet, hail and unbearable heat. 
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Dead By Friday 
How lust and greed led to murder in the suburbs

Derek Pedley
PB • 312 PP • 234 x 156 • B&W photo section • 
ISBN 9781743057810 • $29.95

The affair begins with whiskey fuelled, lunch-time trysts 
in motels. Their marriages crumble, his career and 
finances suffer and the obsession deepens. Pillow talk 
turns sinister and two murder plots are hatched. 
Contracts are issued. From the suburbs that brought us 
the Snowtown killers, enter the hitman, David Key.

Recounted through the eyes of witnesses, families, 
friends, lovers and one of the intended victims, Dead by 
Friday draws on the meticulous police investigation and 
puts readers at the detectives’ sides as they hunt the 
killers.


