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Sincerely, Ethel Malley
Stephen Orr
PB • 450 PP • 210 x 140 • ISBN 9781743058084 • $34.95
In the darkest days of World War II, Ethel Malley lives a quiet 
life on Dalmar Street, Croydon. One day she finds a 
collection of poems written by her late (and secretive) 
brother, Ern. She sends them to Max Harris, co-editor of 
modernist magazine Angry Penguins. He reads them and 
declares Ern an undiscovered genius. Determined to help 
publish the poems, Ethel moves in with Max and soon 
becomes a presence he can’t understand, or control. He 
gets the feeling something’s not quite right. About Ethel. 
About Ern. Then two poets come forward claiming they 
wrote Ern’s poems.

What follows is part-truth, part-hoax, a dark mystery as 
surreal as any of Ern’s poems. Max wants to believe in Ern, 
but to do this he has to believe in Ethel, and attempt to 
understand her increasingly unpredictable behaviour. Then 
he’s charged with publishing Ern’s ‘pornographic’ poems. 
The questions of truth and lies, freedom of speech, and 
tradition versus modernism play out in a stifling Adelaide 

courtroom, around the nation’s wirelesses, and in Max’s head.
Based on Australia’s greatest literary hoax, Sincerely, Ethel 

Malley explores the nature of creativity and human frailty. It 
drips with the anaemic blood of Australian literature, the gristle 
of a culture we’ve never really trusted.

Stephen Orr has published eight novels, a volume of short 
stories (Datsunland) and two books of non-fiction (The Cruel City 
and The Fierce Country). He has won or been nominated for 
awards such as the Commonwealth Writers’ Prize, the Miles 
Franklin Award and the International Dublin Literary Award. 
Stephen Orr lives in Adelaide. He was one of two recipients of 
the 2020 CAL Author Fellowships.

Key Selling Points
•	An inventive literary novel rooted in real life – and Australia’s 

most infamous literary scandal, the Ern Malley Affair – this 
will appeal to literary readers with an interest in Australia’s 
literary history.

•	Stephen Orr is acknowledged as one of Australia’s finest 
writers, and has been twice longlisted for the Miles Franklin.

Lead Title Fiction

Sunburnt Veils
Sara Haghdoosti
PB • 250 PP • 210 x 140 • ISBN 9781743057766 • $24.95
Girl meets boy, ghosts his text messages, then convinces him 
to help her run for the student union. Just your typical love 
story with a hijabi twist.

Tara wears hijab even though her parents hate it, and in a 
swipe-right world she’s looking for the ‘will go to the ends 
of the earth for you’ type of love. Or, she would be, if she 
hadn’t sworn off boys to focus on getting into med. Besides, 
what’s wrong with just crushing on the assassins, mages 
and thieves in the fantasy books she reads?

When a bomb threat on her first day of university throws 
her together with totally annoying party king and oh-so-
entitled politician’s son Alex, things get complicated. Tara 
needs to decide if she’s happy reading about heroes, or if 
she’s ready to step up and be one herself.

Lead Title Young Adult Fiction
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lives in Chicago. She got her start in organising at the Australian 
Youth Climate Coalition and then went on to work at GetUp, 
Change.org, the Mozilla Foundation and founded Berim (‘Let’s go’ 
in Farsi) – a non-profit that worked to support change makers in 
Iran. She’s currently the Deputy Director at Win Without War. Her 
writing has appeared in the Sydney Morning Herald and The Drum 
and she’s been a panelist on the ABC’s Q&A.

Key Selling Points
•	Endorsements for Sunburnt Veils are currently being sought. 

Jenna Guillame is reading to endorse now.
•	An own-voices rom-com with a political activist edge, written by 

an author with a track record in activism, and a deliciously savvy 
pop culture voice.

•	Explores issues of discrimination and how to achieve genuine 
representation of diverse experiences (as opposed to lip service).

•	This book will appeal to teen readers with an interest in politics, 
with a student politics subplot akin to Election.
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Lead Title Biography

acclaim, it was writing where he truly excelled. One of his peers, 
the Australian’s Nick Ryan, told Brechin that all Australian wine 
scribes agree on one thing: ‘Whitey is better than any of us.’

In this spiky, gossipy, loving and richly insightful book, crackling 
with wit and bravado, Robbie Brechin chronicles an extraordinary 
Australian life – and a singular talent.

Robbie Brechin is a failed banker-turned-journalist, and has 
worked in mainstream media for four decades. He has written on 
rock music (pseudonym Thor Fingers) and nightlife for the 
Advertiser, politics for the News, and was a producer at Channel 7 
and ABC Radio.

Key Selling Points
•	National wine identity for decades, controversial figure.

Blood on the Typewriter
The world of Philip White
Robbie Brechin
PB • 280 PP • 210 x 140 • B&W images in sections • 
ISBN 9781743058121 • $34.95
This gonzo biography of iconic wine writer, arts lover and 
eccentric Philip White – or, ‘Whitey’ – tells the story of an 
unconventional life, lived large. Son of an Old Testament 
manic street preacher, he filled the family pot with rabbits 
when money was scarce, left home and dove headlong into 
bohemia when he was 17, and was in Paul Kelly’s first band, 
The Debutantes, among other adventures. 

Those who were sucked into his orbit include Kelly, 
Leonard Cohen, Don Dunstan, David Gulpilil, Max Schubert 
and Peter Lehmann. But while he flirted with poetry, music 
and painting, earning varying degrees of success and 
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Elaine Haxton
A colourful artist and life
Lorraine Penny McLoughlin
Jacketed HB • 192 PP • 290 x 280 • Full colour t/out • 
ISBN 9781743057698 • $79.95
This book celebrates the extraordinary life of artist Elaine 
Haxton and illustrates with beautiful reproductions the 
range and quality of her work, asserting her rightful place 
as a significant twentieth century Australian artist.

From the time Haxton entered East Sydney Technical 
College aged 14, art became her passion and her livelihood, 
and she was always searching and learning. Although based 
in Sydney, at various times she studied in London, New York, 
Paris and Kyoto, and experiences in many countries 
continually expanded her approaches to art.

Through hard work, flair and endless energy, she 
produced fine work in many spheres, always seriously 

reviewed and respectfully acclaimed. At the same time, she 
lived in a social whirl, a darling of the press, but loved and 
rewarded in the top echelons of the Australian art world.

Lorraine Penny McLoughlin grew up on a farm in the South 
East of South Australia, an experience which shaped her 
interests and approaches to life. She began her working life as 
a teacher, both in Australia and overseas, before moving to a 
variety of public administration and political positions in 
Adelaide, mainly in education, the arts and economic 
development, often involving rural communities. Since retiring, 
she has taken a lead in the establishment of an arts festival 
and literary events in her new district of Yankalilla. In her 
previous biographies of Barbara Robertson, George Tetlow and 
the Pearses, all local residents at the time of writing, she 
reveals her love of art and her passion to honour the stories of 
creative people.

Lead Title Art

Maddening, Self-indulgent Crap
Words by Peter Goers
Peter Goers
PB • 318 PP • 234 x 156 • B&W images in section • 
ISBN 9781743058107 • $34.95
South Australian broadcaster, columnist, theatre guru and 
critic Peter Goers has been known and loved for his 
sardonic wit and laconic flair for decades. This collection – 
which borrows its title from a review Goers once gave a 
Fringe show in the 80s, and now happily turns on himself – 
gathers the best of his Fringe shows, columns (‘the very few 
I’ve taken a little pride in’), and a modicum of memoir. 

This deliciously witty book features cameos from a who’s 
who of the theatre and entertainment worlds, including 
anecdotes about Glenn Gould and Ethel Merman, 
friendships with Barry Humphries, Anne ‘Willsy’ Wills and 
Max Harris, close encounters with Angela Lansbury and 

Lead Title Memoir
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and Bette Davis.

Peter Goers is a reformed social irritant. He began working in the 
theatre in 1971. Fifty years later, he has worked extensively in the 
theatre on two continents as actor, director, designer, academic 
and entertainer. He began writing for the Advertiser in 1985 and 
has contributed a weekly opinion column in the Sunday Mail since 
1991. Since 2003 he has presented the Evening Show on ABC 
Radio Adelaide, across South Australia and into the Silver City of 
Broken Hill. Goers was made a Member of the Order of Australia 
(OAM) for services to the arts, community and broadcasting.

Key Selling Points
•	Goers has a huge listenership/readership in Adelaide who will 

love this.
•	A gossipy, funny, erudite collection about the theatre world and 

more.
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Lead Title Arts / Architecture / Design

‘Some projects in this book are quiet contributors to the urban 
realm. Others make a statement. Some will be familiar. Others will 
be newly discovered treasures.’ – Nicolette Di Lernia, Australian 
Institute of Architects

‘I hope that this beautiful celebration of key architecture in this 
state stimulates you to look afresh at the spaces you occupy and 
to better value the good design around us. You will gain a new 
appreciation of the great places and buildings in South Australia.’ 
– Nicolette Di Lernia, Australian Institute of Architects

Peter Barnes is a specialist architectural photographer.

Lance Campbell has been a freelance writer for 32 years.

John Nowland has more than 40 years’ experience in the design 
industry.

New South Australian Architecture
Photographs by Peter Barnes,  
Words by Lance Campbell,  
Design by John Nowland

HB • 120 PP • 300 x 270 • Full colour t/out • 
ISBN 9781743057377 • $49.95
‘Architectural photography plays an important role as a 
visual record of our constantly evolving built environment. 
For architects it is one of the final parts of the process: the 
expression of our design work through someone else’s 
creative viewpoint. Architectural photographers each bring 
their own sense of “self” to their work. Peter Barnes’ 
photographs have a visual strength and an energy that is 
characteristically his own. The sense of detail and care 
within his photography evokes for me the same considered 
approach we architects take in realising our built outcomes. 
Seeing our work through his lens is a delight.’ – Wayne 
Grivell, Director, Swanbury Penglase
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Kerry Anderson was raised in a small business family in Central Victoria. She 
is founder of the Operation Next Gen Program, working with rural towns 
across Australia encouraging them to look at existing landscapes with fresh 
eyes and to adapt to change.

Praise for Australian Rural Entrepreneurs

‘If you are considering starting a business, or are already in business, this 
book is an essential read.’ – Anne Durie, Bakery on Broadway

‘Through these often untold stories, you’re able to draw inspiration, lessons 
and insights from people who are facing the same challenges as you might 
find.’ – Jarrod Robinson, Connected PE

‘Kerry is amazing at seeking out entrepreneurs and her understanding of 
business is exceptional.’ – Michelle Anderson-Sims, Wine in a Glass

Australian Rural Entrepreneurs
Redefining the Future
Kerry Anderson
PB • 306 PP • 234 x 156 • B&W images t/out • 
ISBN 9781743058145 • $34.95
‘There has never been a better time to become a rural entrepreneur.’ 

In rural Australia, the entrepreneurs walk quietly among us, forging 
new opportunities and strengthening our communities, one business at 
a time. Previously isolated by the tyranny of distance, they are now 
digitally connected to the world.

Entrepreneurs are visionary, courageous, and passionate. They are 
determined and innovative while finding solutions to problems and 
creating new enterprise. Every failure provides valuable learning. In 
Australian Rural Entrepreneurs, Kerry Anderson shares valuable insights 
into those who have taken control of their destiny in rural Australia.
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Non-Fiction / Business

construction sites and factories, as well as universities in Australia and 
overseas. His collection Poems for a Dead Father was shortlisted for the Age 
Book of the Year award in 2002. His poems have appeared in Best Australian 
Poetry (2009) and in Best Australian Poems four times.

Praise for Preparing for Business

‘Geoff Goodfellow’s poems force you to confront the most basic questions 
about writing. What stories are worth telling? Which ones are truly 
meaningful? Where are the real foundations of our culture? Geoff will take you 
to where life itself is crucial. In the stuff that invisible people do, who battle to 
survive and who laugh and cry while they get on with it.’ – Mark Seymour 
(Hunters & Collectors)

Preparing for Business
Geoff Goodfellow
PB • 148 PP • 210 x 140 • ISBN 9781743058114 • $22.95
Award-winning poet Geoff Goodfellow is back with another vivid, 
affecting, laconically dark-witted collection that pulls no punches as 
it masterfully chronicles Australian life. 

Filtered through Geoff’s uniquely powerful perspective, these 
poems capture growing up with a charismatic but damaged father, 
the aftermath of broken marriages – and parenting amidst the 
rubble, the working life of a poet (including prank calls from entitled 
students), and dealing with cancer – again.  

Geoff Goodfellow has worked as a writer in schools, jails, youth 
detention centres, drug and alcohol rehabilitation units, building and 
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Poetry

In the Room with the She Wolf
Jelena Dinic
PB • 116 PP • 210 x 140 • ISBN 9781743058138 • $19.95
Jelena Dinic came to Australia during the collapse of the war-torn 
former Yugoslavia and her poems are created from fractured 
landscapes. Winner of the 2019 Adelaide Festival Unpublished 
Manuscript Award, this collection beautifully charts the territory 
where cultures, languages and family life intersect. Dinic publishes 
in both Serbian and English.

Jelena Dinic arrived in Australia in 1993. She writes in Serbian and 
in English. In 2014 she was a resident at the Eleanor Dark 
Foundation, Varuna Writers’ Retreat in the Blue Mountains.  
The same year she co-edited the Friendly Street Poets Anthology, 
The Infinite Dirt. 

Poetry
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publishing. She is currently the principal of the Serbian Ethnic School, where 
she also teaches the language.

Praise for In the Room with the She Wolf

‘Wonderfully original, with tiny details astringently observed. Here are 
impressively tough reports from this world’s offerings among which the 
author stands stalwartly sending news of her refusal to buckle from the 
strong winds of migration. Here is a poet of elegance, wit and strength; 
hunting art, grace and beauty with her trusty microscope.’ – Kate Llewellyn

‘Dreamlike, ironic, witty, this is the strange and wonderful personal theatre of 
Jelena Dinic’s new collection ... In the Room with the She Wolf is magical.’ – 
Mike Ladd

The essays are complemented by a selection of his poetry and by four of the 
short stories he wrote under the pseudonym Timothy Tregonning, only two of 
which have been previously published. Set in the early 20th century, the stories 
draw us into the mixed fortunes of a working class family in South Australia’s mid 
north. Medlin’s unique voice, humane, witty and vigorous, leaps off every page.

Praise for Brian Medlin

‘[Medlin] is the best writer of all Anglophone philosophers since the second world 
war. His work reveals a strongly Australian character.’ – Professor Roy Edgley

‘Brian Medlin is a poet as well as a philosopher. He is also a prophet crying out to 
his people. Prophets are needed.’ – Dame Iris Murdoch

The Level-headed Revolutionary
Essays, Stories and Poems by Brian Medlin
Edited by Gillian Dooley,  
Wallace McKitrick, Susan Petrilli
PB • 256 PP • 210 x 140 • ISBN 9781743058190 • $34.95
Brian Medlin (1927–2004) – philosopher, activist, socialist, bushman, 
environmentalist, poet and author of short stories – wrote much 
more than he published during his lifetime. 

This collection includes five of his essays, dealing with how to 
stay sane and constructive in the face of environmental crisis, with 
the nature of philosophy and the contemporary university, and with 
the very meaning of life and death. They are as relevant and urgent 
now as when he wrote them 30 years ago. 
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Mary Thomas: Founding Mother
The life and times of a South Australian 
pioneer

Beth Duncan
PB • 330 PP • 210 x 148 • ISBN 9781862547834 • 
$34.95

In 1836 Mary Thomas, aged 49, abandoned her 
comfortable life and home in the centre of London 
for a tent in the sandhills of Holdfast Bay in the 
new colony of South Australia. Mary Thomas: 
Founding Mother is the story of her struggle to 
hold her family together through controversies 
and conflicts, economic difficulties and tragedy;  
a tale of endurance and ultimately of triumph 
against the odds.

March / April 2021

Recent Releases South Australian History

Back in Print Biographies

Master of Stillness
Jeffrey Smart

Barry Pearce
Jacketed HB • 152 PP • 290 x 260 • Full colour t/out •
ISBN 9781743053393 • $75.00

Master of Stillness illuminates the vision of the most 
celebrated of Australian expatriate artists, from his 
beginnings in Adelaide until his last major composition 
painted in Italy, where he lived for five decades until his 
death in 2013.

Jeffrey Smart’s vision curiously searches for an 
elusive stillness amid industrial change, and this can be 
seen and appreciated here with a selection of many of 
his most important masterpieces.
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Reprint for April Art				    History

Beyond the Stage
Creative Australian stories from the Great War

Edited by Anna Goldsworthy,  
Mark Carroll
HB • 176 PP • 260 x 215 • ISBN 9781743056653 • 
$49.95

In the beautifully illustrated Beyond the Stage, essays by 
leading Australian artists and academics examine the 
impact of the Great War and its aftermath on creativity 
and performance in South Australia.

There are historical studies of key individuals, such 
as Adelaide’s Telsie Hague, and the role of women 
performers as fundraisers and active agents of 
wartime patriotism. The contribution of artistic 
companies, such as the Adelaide Symphony Orchestra, 
State Opera of South Australia and State Theatre 
Company, is examined. Steve Vizard dissects the 
preposterously unlikely – and highly entertaining – 
encounter between Sir Lawrence Olivier and Mo (aka 
Roy Rene), helping the reader explore Australian 
national identity after the Great War.
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Arcadian Adelaide
Thistle Anderson, Derek Whitelock, 
Katie Spain
PB • 120 PP • 210 x 140 • ISBN 9781743056189 • 
$19.95

Scottish actress Thistle Anderson’s firecracker of a 
polemic against her adopted hometown of Adelaide, 
published to roars of outrage and laughter in 1905, 
proves beyond doubt that people of the past were  
– just like us – fond of a good piss-take.

This barbed satirical spray reveals the City of 
Churches as ‘less holy than might be supposed’,  
with more opium dens and prostitutes per capita than 
Melbourne, wines that are ‘the worst ever made’ (!), the 
local men ‘caricatures’ with inferior facial hair, the local 
women ‘cats’. Thistle’s fondness is reserved for the fruit, 
the flour, the cabmen ... and the return ticket to 
Melbourne.

This hilarious little volume, intended by its author  
as ‘a playful skit’, is to be taken with a pinch of salt ...  
or perhaps savoured, stubbornly, with a glass of excellent 
Adelaide wine.
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Australia’s Muslim Cameleers
Pioneers of the inland 1860s–1930s
Philip Jones, Anna Kenny
PB • 200 PP • 285 x 215 • ISBN 9781862548725 • $39.95

Between 1870 and 1920 as many as 2000 cameleers and 
20,000 camels arrived in Australia from Afghanistan and 
northern India. Australia’s Muslim Cameleers is a rich pictorial 
history of these men, their way of life and the vital role they 
played in pioneering transport and communication routes 
across outback Australia’s vast expanses. Many of the 
images and artefacts in this fascinating account are 
published here for the first time, and the book contains a 
biographical listing of more than 1200 cameleers.
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An Amazing Woman
Margaret Lurline Davey 1915–2010

Janet Whitham
PB • 90 PP • 234 x 156 • Colour images • 
ISBN 9781743057605 • $19.95

This is the story of a wonderful South Australian woman 
who devoted much of her talents, energy and creativity to 
working with community groups. Members of Margaret 
Lurline Davey’s family were extremely civic minded, a 
trait which she exhibited throughout her life.

Two organisations with which Margaret worked for 
long periods were the National Council of Women and 
The Young Women’s Christian Association. She was the 
spirit behind the Christmas Festivals which delighted 
thousands of children and adults.

Margaret received several awards celebrating her 
community work. She died in 2010 – a truly remarkable 
woman.


