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aware of the whole earth, all its landscapes and animals and magic  
– but also its fragility.

Rob Carney is the author of seven books of poems, most recently Facts 
and Figures (Hoot ‘n’ Waddle 2020), and The Book of Sharks (Black 
Lawrence Press 2018), which was a finalist for the 2019 Washington State 
Book Award. In 2014 he received the Robinson Jeffers/Tor House 
Foundation Award for Poetry. His work has appeared in Cave Wall, The 
American Journal of Poetry, and many others, as well as the Norton 
anthology Flash Fiction Forward (2006). He is a Professor of English at 
Utah Valley University and writes a regular feature called ‘Old Roads, New 
Stories’ for Terrain.org.

Accidental Gardens
Rob Carney
PB • 202 PP • 230 x 155 • ISBN 9781925856293 • $29.95
There is a centuries-old Japanese form of writing called the haibun: 
meditative narratives ending with a haiku that acts as a summary or 
extension of the ideas and moods in the prose. In Accidental Gardens, 
Rob Carney both honours this form and gives it an update for the 21st 
century. These 42 essays – arranged into sections titled ‘Environmental 
Studies’, ‘Wine Is Rain in Translation’, ‘Seven Seeds’, and ‘Raccoon 
Verses’ – are all short and end, haibun-style, with poems or 
encapsulating images. These essays are impressed by the natural 
world, and unimpressed by politics. They are lessons on poetic craft, 
and poetic themselves. They are at home in the American West but 

non-fiction / poetry 12 April 2021 from Stormbird Press

Becky Westbrook was born and raised on beautiful Kangaroo Island in 
South Australia.

Jet James is an award-winning Australian artist recognised for 
printmaking, painting and mixed media artworks.

Key selling points
•	Written from direct experience as a parent and Kangaroo Island 

community member impacted during the Black Summer fires.

•	Includes Ngarrindjeri content by Mark Koolmatrie, Chairperson of the 
Original Southern South Australian Tribes Indigenous Corporation.

Evie and the Bushfire
Becky Westbrook,  
illustrated by Jet James
HB • 44 PP • 260 x 210 • Full colour illustrations t/out • 
ISBN 9781925856347 • $29.95
Evie is a spirit girl. When her island home is devastated by bushfire, 
she emerges from the shelter of her cave to discover her community 
has lost all hope. But Evie refuses to believe that hope can be 
destroyed alongside homes and livelihoods. ‘The fire may have taken 
many things, but the fire can never take everything,’ she says.

Inspired by bushfires that have affected many Australians, Evie 
and the Bushfire is a moving and sensitive story of surviving a natural 
disaster, narrated through the eyes of children.

Children’s Picture book 12 April 2021 from Stormbird Press

Paradise Earth
A novel
Amy Barker
PB • 326 PP • 216 x 140 • ISBN 9781925856224 • $29.95
Coming home to Tasman Peninsula, approaching the 25th 
anniversary of the 1996 Port Arthur massacre, Ruth journeys into 
psychic trauma. When her brother helps his fourteen-year-old son 
apply for a firearms permit, they risk repeating the past, forgotten 
too soon.

A Port Arthur massacre survivor, Marina has returned to the 
Peninsula with her brother to pack up Doo-No-Harm, the family 
holiday home, after their mother’s death. In a convoy of duck 
rescuers, the siblings head for a confrontation with shooters on the 
wetland. These are lives choreographed by trauma, damage and the 
ramifications of wilful forgetfulness.

Literary Fiction Available now from Stormbird Press

Amy Barker’s debut novel Omega Park won the 2008 Queensland Premier’s 
Literary Award for Best Emerging Author, was shortlisted for the 2010 FAW 
(Fellowship of Australian Writers) Christina Stead Award for fiction and was 
Winner of the 2012 IBBY (International Board on Books for Young People) 
Ena Noël Award. Paradise Earth, Amy’s second novel, won the 2013 DJ 
‘Dinny’ O’Hearn Memorial Fellowship. Amy has undertaken residencies at 
the Australian Centre (UOM), Varuna, The Writers’ House, the Tyrone Guthrie 
Centre and Old Melbourne Gaol.

Praise for Paradise Earth

‘A novel of blazing and humbling integrity.’ — Peter Bishop

‘Lyrical and provocative.’ — Chris Nyst

Fiction 1 May 2021 from Glimmer Press

INTRODUCING STORMBIRD PRESS: books that defend nature and empower communities 

The Miscreants
Christopher Hawkes
PB • 263 PP • 234 x 156 • ISBN 9780648463528 • $32.99
When their mother throws herself off the balcony of their Islington 
council flat, brothers Harry and Ethan are set adrift.

Years later, Harry moves to Canada to escape friendships and 
drug deals that have gone sour, and Ethan enrols in university, 
hoping to find answers to life’s biggest questions.

But when Ethan goes missing, Harry comes home. He traces 
Ethan to Sweden, and to Gretta. Gretta holds the clues to Ethan’s 
mysterious connection to a doomsday cult, but will Harry find him 
before it’s too late?
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8 With his debut novel, Christopher Hawkes follows two brothers into a 

precarious adulthood that is charged with wreckage, risk and volatility. This 
is a masterful tale of damage and the search for redemption.

Christopher Hawkes was born in London, grew up in Cambridge-shire, and 
lived in Canada and Sweden before moving to Melbourne in 2000. He now 
lives in Footscray with his wife and son. 

Praise for The Miscreants

‘The Miscreants is a debut novel in which language, muscular and crisp, is 
fired by adrenaline, black humour and heartbreaking nihilism.’ – Gay Lynch
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novels, short stories and longer fiction, including a major historical novel. 
Her ten published books have had critical praise, and she has won prizes 
for short stories and collections of verse. During the year this book covers, 
she lived through the experience of cancer with a loved one, and  recorded 
the journey in her poems.

Praise for Marking Time

‘In poems of poise and moving eloquence, Valerie Volk chronicles her 
partner’s precarious battle with lymphoma.’ – Dr Aidan Coleman, Mount 
Sumptuous

‘Valerie Volk has written a poignant collection of poems that will help an 
individual who is currently living with, or supporting someone through, a 
cancer diagnosis.’ – Lincoln Size, Chief Executive, Cancer Council SA

Marking Time
A chronicle of cancer
Valerie Volk
PB • 96 PP • 210 x 140 • Colour photographs t/out • 
ISBN 9780648895701 • $29.95
Valerie Volk offers a moving and compassionate record of sharing the 
cancer journey with a loved one, from initial diagnosis, through the 
chemotherapy months, to the triumph of a happy ending. In almost fifty 
poems, accompanied by colour photography, she explores the strong 
feelings, from the first disbelief and confusion, through stages of fear 
and distress, sometimes anger, and always uncertainty about what the 
next day will bring. It is a sensitive account that will resonate with 
anyone who has any involvement with cancer, or who has been in love.

Valerie Volk is an award-winning Adelaide writer of poetry, verse 
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Poetry Available now from Valerie Volk

Philodendrist Heresy is a call for the preservation and resurrection of the 
great forests of the earth.

Jed Brody is a Senior Lecturer in Physics.  His short fiction has appeared in 
Creative Loafing and an anthology of science fiction by scientists.  His 
essays have appeared in Physics Today, the Philadelphia Inquirer, and One 
Hand Does Not Catch a Buffalo: 50 Years of Amazing Peace Corps Stories: 
Volume One: Africa.  His technical articles have appeared in the American 
Journal of Physics, the Journal of Chemical Education, Solar Energy Materials 
and Solar Cells, Progress in Photovoltaics, and Solid-State Electronics. He 
was a Peace Corps volunteer in Benin, West Africa, where he taught high 
school physics and chemistry.  He studied solar electricity at Georgia Tech.  
As a member of a US-Tibet science initiative, he traveled to India five times 
to teach physics to Tibetan monks and nuns. He enjoys yoga, qigong, 
birdwatching, swimming, and reading, but not usually all at the same time.

The Philodendrist Heresy
Jed Brody
PB • 220 PP • 216 x 140 • ISBN 9781925856118 • $26.95
Danielle Gasket’s search for ancestral secrets is imperiled by 
warring factions that agree about nothing but their desire for her 
death. Her home is a dystopian city beneath the earth’s surface. 
People have lived underground for so long that knowledge of the 
surface is preserved only in dwindling communities of persecuted 
heretics. According to the heretics, a prophet called ‘the 
philodendrist’ (tree lover) led people underground to repent for their 
violent conquest of the natural world. Following a string of clues 
while evading pursuit, Danielle races toward the long-forgotten path 
of ascension to sunlight, relying upon her wits and valour to make it 
through. Finally, her mercy toward her fiercest persecutor convinces 
him to help her ascend to the pure waters of the sunlit world. The 

Fiction / Sci-Fi 10 May 2021 from Stormbird Press

Marissa Slaven is a palliative care physician who loves reading and science. 
She was searching for a YA novel where the heroine saves the world using 
her intelligence, and was inspired to write Code Blue, an eco-fiction thriller, 
where a teenager and her friends battle climate change. Marissa became a 
passionate climate activist and continues to both write and try to do her part 
to make the world a better place. She recently completed the sequel to Code 
Blue and is working on a non-fiction account of her great-uncle’s 
involvement in the Spanish Civil War.

Code Blue
Marissa Slaven

PB • 348 PP • 216 x 140 • ISBN 9781925856378 • $29.95
Atlantic (Tic) Brewer never knew her father, a hydrologist who died 
at sea before she was born. Tic’s small home on the Edge is 
threatened by rising seas as sixteen-year-old Tic prepares to attend 
a ground-breaking science academy. There she meets Phish and 
Lee, who like her dedicate their lives to saving all humanity. 

Carrying on her father’s work, Tic hunts for the cause of 
unparalleled icecap melt, but when she stumbles upon a note that 
raises suspicions surrounding her father’s death, she and those she 
loves are forced into a fight for their own survival.

Young Adult Fiction / Cli-Fi 10 May 2021 from Stormbird Press

heart – to be a company star and get what she is after. But having gone from 
eco-warrior to dot-com fly girl, perhaps a little too easily, means dealing 
with some seriously irrational expectations. With the investors grabbing her 
‘assets’ and the star candidate holding out for more than just money, Olivia 
must decide how far she’ll go to bring an extinct tree back to life.

Lauren E. Anderson holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in ecology and 
evolutionary biology from Princeton University and a Master of Arts degree 
in international relations from the Johns Hopkins University School of 
Advanced International Studies (SAIS). She serves as a consultant to the 
United Nations family of organisations, an eco-writer and editor for the 
International Institute of Sustainable Development (IISD), and an adjunct 
professor in the Africana Studies Program of Rowan University. Lauren 
resides in South Jersey with her family. Recruited is her first novel.

Recruited
Lauren E. Anderson

PB • 362 PP • 216 x 140 • ISBN 9781925856323 • $29.95
When Olivia Gesso skydives into a recruiting job with Kava Tech –  
a hip start-up where twenty-somethings binge drink, gamble, and 
code their way to luxury cars and fat bonuses – it’s almost hard to 
remember how she got there. No one would have expected an  
eco-warrior hellbent on saving the seeds of an extinct tree to find 
her way into this silicon jungle, serving as high-heeled bait for geeky 
coders. But student debt and desperation have driven Olivia farther 
from her life-changing work on a remote Indian Ocean island than 
she ever thought possible.

Now she’s lost in a fast-paced, high-stakes ‘Brotopia’, where hot 
recruiters make sure the country’s best techies get anything they 
want to sign on the dotted line. Still, Olivia risks it all – including her 

Fiction 19 April 2021 from Stormbird Press
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National Bestsellers 		  Fiction

For Schools Poetry			 

Indigo Owl
Charlie Archbold 
PB • 336 PP • 210 x 140 • 
ISBN 9781743057322 • $24.95 • Young Adult

After Earth was destroyed by climate change and 
overpopulation, private corporations colonised new 
planets. On one such planet, Galbraith, the fertility of 
its citizens is tightly controlled. But at what cost?

When Scarlet Bergen leaves her childhood home 
to be trained at the Arcadia Institute, harnessing her 
psychic Solitaire talents, it feels like the beginning of 
her future. But on the Institute steps, her father 
whispers a life-changing secret about the past. Her 
mother, a geneticist who disappeared when Scarlet 
was ten, had enemies ...

Indigo Owl is a fast-paced dystopian adventure 
from author Charlie Archbold, winner of a 2018 
Children’s Book Council of Australia Honour Book for 
Older Readers.
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Dreams They Forgot
EMMA ASHMERE
PB • 252 PP • 210 x 140 • ISBN 9781743057063 • 
$24.95 • Fiction

Emma Ashmere’s story collection explores illusion, 
deception and acts of quiet rebellion. Diverse 
characters travel high and low roads through time and 
place – from a grand 1860s Adelaide music hall to a 
dilapidated London squat, from a modern Melbourne 
hospital to the 1950s Maralinga test site, to the 1990s 
diamond mines of Borneo.

‘These stories acknowledge the limits of what is 
knowable to contemporary readers, evoking instead the 
unrecoverable strangeness and mystery of the past.’  
– Kerryn Goldsworthy, Sydney Morning Herald

‘All stories in this collection signal the importance of 
finding the individual experience that cries out to be 
articulated and acknowledged while also refining the 
craft required to make it sing.’ – Rose Lucas, 
Australian Book Review

Preparing for Business
Abridged senior schools’ edition

Geoff Goodfellow
PB • 138 PP • 210 x 140 • 1x B&W image • 
ISBN 9781743058312 • $22.95

Award-winning poet Geoff Goodfellow is back with 
another vivid, affecting, laconically dark-witted 
collection that pulls no punches as it masterfully 
chronicles Australian life.

Filtered through Geoff’s uniquely powerful 
perspective, these poems capture growing up with a 
charismatic but damaged father, the aftermath of 
broken marriages - and parenting amidst the rubble, 
the working life of a poet (including prank calls from 
entitled students), and dealing with cancer – again.

As always, Geoff delivers a series of brilliantly 
captured portraits of working-class life, from the street 
scenes of formerly industrial Port Adelaide and his 
home suburb of Semaphore, with its heightened blend 
of affluence and poverty, to his fearless inhabitations of 
teenagers beset by home lives that feature domestic 
violence and addiction.

9
7
8
1
7
4
3
0
5
8
3
1
2

9
7
8
1
7
4
3
0
5
5
7
5
5

The People’s Poet Transformed
Geoff Goodfellow, Rebecca Bond 
PB • 132 PP • 246 x 189 • ISBN 9781743055755 • $24.95

‘The People’s Poet Transformed is a gem of a book positioned 
beautifully to engage young people with language so that 
they see how powerful literature can be created out of 
everyday life, deeply and sensitively observed. Road-tested 
by teachers, it encourages students to become creators of 
ideas and texts and to use language to transform both texts 
and their own view of themselves as people with stories 
worth hearing.’ – Garry Costello, Former secondary 
principal, English teacher and Chief Education Officer for 
DECD, South Australia

‘Geoff Goodfellow has been an outspoken voice in schools 
over many years, engaging thousands of students through 
his poems to think about contemporary issues with his 
honesty, passion and wit. This wonderful publication 
combines Geoff’s powerful poetry and prose with Rebecca 
Bond’s creative teaching practice to provide excellent 
approaches to the compulsory Transformation Task in the 
new SACE Stage 1 English course, as well as Stage 2 English 
Literary Studies.’ – Alison Robertson, President, South 
Australian Teachers’ Association 

Out of Copley Street
A working-class boyhood

Geoff Goodfellow
PB • 174 PP • 210 x 140 • B&W images t/out • 
ISBN 9781743057575 • $24.99

A poignant snapshot of working-class Australian life in 
the 1950s and 60s, expertly rendered with the vivid 
lived detail and wry knockabout humour that poet and 
literary icon Geoff Goodfellow is famous for.

‘A rollicking slice of an unlikely life. Watch young Geoff 
find poetry – and a few scraps of wisdom – the hard 
way. Ears up, chest out, flat-chat, punching on  
and wising up.’ – Tim Winton

‘A dry, sparkling clarity, a pure tone that hovers  
on the edge of laughter: these stories are a revelation.’ 
– Helen Garner
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Holden Treasures
From the 1946 prototypes to the 1966 HR

Don Loffler
Jacketed HB • 352 PP • 230 x 210 • 
ISBN 9781743055649 • $59.95

Here at last is Don Loffler’s long-promised book on 
rare and special examples of the first ten Holden 
models. The first five chapters feature such vehicles 
in their recent and/or current state. The last five are 
devoted to historic images of the vehicles in their 
heyday.

Thanks to painstaking and persistent research, 
Don has been able to assemble an amazing collection 
of over 500 images from black-and-white 
photographs and colour slides, many of which are 
bound to surprise enthusiasts and readers of this 
book.
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Latest from Stephen Orr Literary Fiction

of speech, and tradition versus modernism play out in a stifling Adelaide 
courtroom, around the nation’s wirelesses, and in Max’s head.

Based on Australia’s greatest literary hoax, Sincerely, Ethel Malley 
explores the nature of creativity, and human frailty. It drips with the anaemic 
blood of Australian literature, the gristle of a culture we’ve never really 
trusted.

Stephen Orr has published eight novels, a volume of short stories 
(Datsunland) and two books of non- fiction (The Cruel City and The Fierce 
Country). He has won or been nominated for awards such as the 
Commonwealth Writers’ Prize, the Miles Franklin Award and the 
International Dublin Literary Award. Stephen Orr lives in Adelaide. He was 
one of two recipients of the 2020 CAL Author Fellowships.

Praise for Sincerely, Ethel Malley
‘I bloody loved it, devoured it in a couple of short sittings. Funny in exactly 
the right way, unique and - perhaps most importantly - entirely plausible. 
Ethel Malley is easily one of the most vibrant and glorious literary creations 
I’ve encountered in a very long time.’ - Chris Womersely

Sincerely, Ethel Malley
Stephen Orr

PB • 450 PP • 210 x 140 • ISBN 9781743058084 • $34.95 • 
1 April 2021
In the darkest days of World War II, Ethel Malley lives a quiet life  
on Dalmar Street, Croydon. One day she finds a collection of poems 
written by her late (and secretive) brother, Ern. She sends them  
to Max Harris, co-editor of modernist magazine Angry Penguins.  
He reads them and declares Ern an undiscovered genius. 
Determined to help publish the poems, Ethel moves in with Max and 
soon becomes a presence he can’t understand, or control. He gets 
the feeling something’s not quite right. About Ethel. About Ern. Then 
two poets come forward claiming they wrote Ern’s poems.

What follows is part-truth, part-hoax, a dark mystery as surreal 
as any of Ern’s poems. Max wants to believe in Ern, but to do this he 
has to believe in Ethel, and attempt to understand her increasingly 
unpredictable behaviour. Then he’s charged with publishing Ern’s 
‘pornographic’ poems. The questions of truth and lies, freedom  
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Backlist from Stephen Orr Fiction

This Excellent Machine
Stephen Orr
PB • 492 PP • 210 x 140 • ISBN 9781743056134 •
Fiction • $34.95

Clem Whelan’s got a problem: trapped in the suburbs in the 
Sunnyboy summer of 1984 he has to decide what to do 
with his life. Matriculation? He’s more than able, but not 
remotely interested. Become a writer? His failed lawyer 
neighbour Peter encourages him, but maybe it’s just 
another dead end? To make sense of the world, Clem uses 
his telescope to spy on his neighbours.

Longlisted for the 2021 Dublin Literary Award

Time’s Long Ruin
Stephen Orr
PB • 432 PP • 210 x 135 • ISBN 9781862548305 • Fiction 
• $24.95

Time’s Long Ruin is based loosely on the disappearance of 
the Beaumont children from Glenelg beach on Australia Day, 
1966. It is a story about those left behind, and how they 
carry on: the searching, the disappointments, the plans and 
dreams that are only ever put on hold.

Longlisted for the Miles Franklin Literary Award,  
Winner of the Unpublished manuscript award at Adelaide 
Festival awards for literature, South Australian winner, 
2012 National Year of Reading awards
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Datsunland
Stephen Orr
PB • 312 PP • 210 x 140 • ISBN 9781743054758 •
Fiction • $29.95

Stephen Orr’s stories are happy to let you in, but not out. In 
Datsunland, his characters are outsiders peering into 
worlds they don’t recognise, or understand: an Indian 
doctor arriving in the outback, discovering an 
uncomfortable truth about the Australian dream; a family 
trying to have their son’s name removed from a Great War 
cowards’ list; a confused teenager with a gun making an ad 
for an evangelical ministry.

Dissonance
Stephen Orr
PB • 416 PP • 210 x 135 • ISBN 9781862549456 •
Fiction • $27.95

Dissonance is a re-imagining of the ‘Frankfurt years’ of 
Rose and Percy Grainger. This is a novel about love in one 
of its most extreme and destructive forms, and how people 
attempt to survive the threat of possession.

Sydney Morning Herald Pick of the Week

Hill of Grace
Stephen Orr
PB • 352 PP • 230 x 150 • ISBN 9781862546486 •
Fiction • $19.95

1951. Among the coppiced carob trees and arum lilies of 
the Barossa Valley, old-school Lutheran William Miller lives 
a quiet life with his wife, Bluma, and son Nathan, making 
wine and baking bread. But William has a secret. He’s been 
studying the Bible and he’s found what a thousand others 
couldn’t: the date of the Apocalypse.

Incredible Floridas
Stephen Orr
PB • 352 PP • 210 x 140 • ISBN 9781743055076 •
Fiction • $32.95

As Hitler’s war looms, famous Australian artist Roland 
Griffin returns home from London with his family to live a 
simple life of shared plums and low-cut lawns in the 
suburbs. In the yard: a daughter, and a son, Hal, growing up 
with a preoccupied father who is always out in his shed 
stretching canvases and painting outback pubs.

Incredible Floridas describes Hal’s attempts at 
adulthood, love, religion, and the hardest thing of all: 
gaining his father’s approval.


