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Road Tripping with Pearl Nash
POPPY NWOSU
PB • 264 PP • 210 x 140 • ISBN 9781743058435 • $24.95
The summer is finally here, and Pearl Nash is on a mission 
to save her slowly disintegrating friendship with a 
whirlwind end-of-year road trip that is definitely, absolutely, 
most positively going to solve all her problems.

Except, instead of her best friend Daisy’s feet on her 
dash, suddenly Pearl ends up stuck in the middle of the 
desert beside Obi Okocha, a boy with a mega-watt smile  
and an endlessly irritating attitude. Tasked with delivering 
him to the most epic end-of-year party ever, located in  
a beach shack in literal middle-of-nowhere woop woop,  
Pearl Nash is certain that nothing could be worse than this.

She’s wrong.
Add in a breakdown, multiple arguments, an AWOL nana 

and a kiss that was most definitely a huge mistake,  
and suddenly Pearl has the perfect ingredients for  
the perfect disaster.

Road Tripping with Pearl Nash is a story about home and 
family, about breaking apart and fusing together, and, of course, 
about love.

Poppy Nwosu is an author of young adult fiction. She has 
published three romantic contemporary novels: Making Friends 
with Alice Dyson (2019), Taking Down Evelyn Tait (2020), 
and Road Tripping with Pearl Nash (2021), and is the editor 
of the 2021 Wakefield Press YA anthology Hometown Haunts: 
#LoveOzYA Horror Tales (a project supported by an Australia 
Council for the Arts grant).

Praise and Key Selling Points
‘I had a wonderful time reading this – the building romance 
between Pearl and Obi is so perfectly, beautifully complex, 
original, authentic and sexy. I’m head over heels in love  
with Obi.’ – Jaclyn Moriarty

•	Poppy is popular with the Bookstagram crowd, and her fans 
include Danielle Binks, Vikki Wakefield, Melissa Keil, 
Simmone Howell, C.G. Drews.

Lead Title Young Adult Fiction 10 September 2021

Trouble is my Business
LISA WALKER
PB • 256 PP • 210 x 140 • ISBN 9781743058442 • $24.95
Olivia Grace, recently retired teen PI, has her priorities 
sorted. Pass first-year law, look after her little sister, and 
persuade her parents to come back from a Nepali 
monastery to resume … well, parenting. But after Olivia’s 
friend Abbey goes missing in Byron Bay, a short drive from 
Olivia’s Gold Coast home, she can’t sit back and study Torts. 
It’s time to go undercover as hippie-chick Nansea, in hippie-
chic Byron Bay, hub of influencers and international tourism, 
and home of yoga, surfing and wellness culture.

Olivia’s looking for answers, with the help of her stash of 
disguises, the PI skills her irresistible ex-boss Rosco taught 
her – and a nose for trouble. Her suspects include a 
hardcore surfer who often argued with Abbey in the surf, a 
charismatic cult leader and an acrobatic botany student. 

And then there’s Rosco, officially assigned to the case, 
and proving impossible to avoid.

Lisa Walker’s second Olivia Grace novel is another 
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Drew and Sherlock Holmes, and a flavour of Veronica Mars meets 
Elmore Leonard.

Lisa Walker writes novels for adults and young adults. Her recent 
novels include a young adult coming-of-age story, Paris Syndrome 
(HarperCollins, 2018), and a climate change comedy, Melt (Lacuna, 
2018). The Girl with the Gold Bikini, her sixth novel, introduced teen PI 
Olivia Grace. Trouble is my Business is the second Olivia Grace novel.

Praise and Key Selling Points
‘I loved being swept up in this mystery. A wonderful combination of 
comical, high-stakes and genuine.’ – Emily Gale

•	Claire Christian and R.W.R. McDonald reading to endorse.
•	A laugh-out-loud ‘sunshine noir’ comic mystery with a feminist 

flavour, the second in a series starring teen PI Olivia Grace (but 
also works as a standalone).

•	Contains serious messages about coercive control and gender 
equality, as well as following your own path.

•	Celebrates and satirises the postcard-perfect setting of Byron Bay, 
currently a global hub for celebrities and ‘influencers’.
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Lead Title Cars / History 10 August 2021

travelling rugs by the roadside to enjoy a picnic lunch brought 
from home, perhaps with the addition of sausages and chops 
cooked over a small open fire. Caravan holidays were also popular 
at a time when motels were not yet in vogue.

Older readers can be assured of a great nostalgia trip into 
times they remember, while younger people will gain an insight 
into what it was like living in those times.

Don Loffler, much to the surprise of many, is not the son of a 
Holden dealer. He has never been a Holden factory employee, nor 
has he ever worked in the motor trade. He is a former German, 
Latin and Chemistry teacher, who in his retirement has the luxury 
of writing books on his lifetime interest in early model Holden 
cars, their history and the social setting into which they arrived.

Key Selling Points
•	A perfect Father’s Day gift from the popular author of the Holden 

cars series, also published by Wakefield Press.
•	Aimed at car-lovers and the nostalgia market.

Cars We Used To Drive
Australians on the move, 1940s to 1960s
Don Loffler
HB • 264 PP • 230 x 210 • Full colour t/out • 
ISBN 9781743058565 • $54.95
In Cars We Used to Drive, Don Loffler, well-known Holden 
author, reveals his lifelong interest in all makes of cars on 
Australian roads in the years 1946 to 1966. 

Don Loffler has assembled a remarkable collection of 
280 colour slides and black-and-white photographs of 
owners and their cars, from Austin to Zeta. Makes like 
Morris, Vanguard, Wolseley, Oldsmobile and Hudson, which 
have long since disappeared from the new car scene, were 
once household names, with owners making sure their 
favoured make was included in a photograph of a beautiful 
Australian scene.

 The images record the social history of an era very 
different from today, when people were content to sit on 
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Port Adelaide
The History of a ‘Commodious Harbour’
John Couper-Smartt
HB • 652 PP • 265 x 218 • ISBN 9781743057803 • $95.00
This much-anticipated new edition of the definitive history 
of Port Adelaide (first published in 2003, long out of print), 
boasts a wealth of new material and images – and a 
stunning new design. Covering everything from the original 
Kaurna inhabitants and culture, the region’s natural 
environment, and its role as a centre of shipping and 
industry, to the seaside, sport and recreation, and religion, 
this marvellous book is a treasure trove of information. 

Intricately researched and beautifully illustrated,  
with a mix of historical and contemporary photographs  
and illustrations that chart the region’s evolution, this book 
will be a coveted collector’s item and an indispensable 
reference.

Dr John Couper-Smartt, a keen yachtsman, was naturally 
drawn to live in Port Adelaide when he emigrated from England 
in 1978. He was immediately fascinated by the history of the 
old harbour, its waterside city and its river, much of which is 
revealed by the names that its residents gave to their streets. 
John retired from his work as a psychiatrist, and now 
concentrates on his writing projects, including historical fiction 
and screenplays. His other book is Walk Round Corners ...

Key Selling Points
•	New edition of a hugely popular and anticipated history of 

Port Adelaide.
•	Gorgeous new design and illustrations.

Australian History 01 September 2021

Too Much Cabbage and Jesus Christ
Australia’s ‘Mission Girl’ Annie Lock
Catherine Bishop
PB • 368 PP • 234 x 156 • B&W / colour in sections • 
ISBN 9781743058572 • $39.95
Who was responsible for the 1928 Coniston Massacre in 
Central Australia where a police party killed 100 Aboriginal 
people? Not those who pulled the trigger, according to the 
Enquiry. Instead it was ‘a woman missionary living amongst 
naked blacks’. This was Annie Lock, the ‘whistle-blower’ 
who caused the Enquiry. 

She believed Aboriginal lives mattered, with controversial 
results. This biography dives into massacres, stolen 
generations and the thorny problem of Aboriginal missions. 

A faith missionary, Annie Lock fought with Daisy Bates, 
met the Duke of Gloucester and inspired R.M. Williams. She 
was shipwrecked in a pearling lugger, drove a buggy 200 
miles across desert to escape drought, produced Christmas 
puddings in 40-degree heat, nursed sore-ridden children, 	
hit headlines for supposedly being ‘Happy to Marry a Black’, 
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spelling but genuine conviction. 
More problematically, she ‘saved’ souls, ‘rescued’ children, 

eroded culture and condoned Aboriginal men beating their wives. 
A strident and divisive figure, Annie Lock was appealingly 

eccentric but horrifyingly complicit in Australia’s worst policies. 
Indigenous people variously called her ‘lovely’ and the provider of 
‘too much cabbage and Jesus Christ’. 

Catherine Bishop, an award-winning historian, lives in the Blue 
Mountains near Sydney with her partner and a decorative cat. 
When not writing, she can be found in the garden, where the 
weeds grow faster than words on the page. Too Much Cabbage 
and Jesus Christ is her fourth book and first biography.

Praise and Key Selling Points
‘A terrific book – lively, informative, engaging. Strikes the right 
note of uncertainty about how we should now feel about 
humanitarianism such as Lock’s.’ – Tim Rowse

•	The only critical biography of an Australian female missionary.
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Sport 01 August 2021

Barry Nicholls presents Early Mornings in Western Australia. For 
five years Barry presented a digital show for ABC Grandstand about 
sports books, 110 Percent, that was regularly heard across the 
country. A keen writer about sports Barry has written six books, 
including the best-selling You Only Get One Innings: Family, Mates 
and the Wisdom of Cricket (ABC Books/ Harper Collins). He has also 
written for publications including Wisden Cricketers’ Almanac, Inside 
Edge, Baggy Green, Cricket Lore and The Allrounder.

Praise for Establishment Boys
‘An unheralded, virtual Aussie second XI under 42-year-old Bobby 
Simpson took on the might of the West Indies’ quicks in the 
Caribbean and the result was bloody carnage. This controversial, 
forgotten tour and the two-year period when Australia was torn 
apart by World Series Cricket are recalled through fascinating 
interviews with the men Kerry Packer didn’t want. ABC journalist 
Barry Nicholls shines a sympathetic light on the men who 
remained loyal to traditional cricket during one of the most 
tumultuous periods in its history.’ – Ashley Gray, 
author of The Unforgiven

The Establishment Boys
Barry Nicholls

HB • 320 PP • 234 x 156 • B&W images • 
ISBN 9781743058589 • $34.95
Monday 9 May 1977 was an historic moment for world 
cricket. It was the day Kerry Packer announced he’d bought 
the cream of Australia’s cricketing talent, to play in his own 
private competition.

Over the next two years, the game became bitterly 
divided between two parallel competitions: the rock-star 
realm of Packer’s World Series Cricket and traditional Test 
cricket, now depicted as stodgy and obsolete. While Packer 
and his glamorous brigade won the war, Test cricket 
survived due to those who carried the Australian banner for 
the game: younger, poorly paid men representing their 
country.

Those players became known as the Establishment Boys. 
Many of their names have long been forgotten and their 
deeds lost in the footnotes of Australian cricket history. 
Here, ABC journalist and former cricketer Barry Nicholls 
tells their story at last.

9
7
8
1
7
4
3
0
5
8
5
8
9



Wakefield Press	 CELEBRATI NG  30  YEARS 
New Releases August/September 2021

Troop Train
Elizabeth Hutchins
PB • 288 PP • 210 x 140 • ISBN 9781743058541 • $29.95
It’s February 1942 and the Second World War is raging. 
Japanese planes are bombing Darwin, Australia fears an 
invasion, and the train track leads straight through the 
desert to Adelaide.

Fourteen-year-old Rosemary Lister begins a diary to 
share the upheavals and tensions of her new life in the country, 
storing memories for her father, missing in Singapore.

Nearly four years later, after war’s end, she has learnt of 
love and grief and her book is full – but one troop train has 
yet to arrive.

This moving and uplifting family saga was inspired by the 
stories of those who lived through the war in rural Australia. 
It is based on well-known author Elizabeth Hutchins’ careful 
research studying newspaper articles, books, memoirs and 
historical collections – and talking to those who were there.

Elizabeth Hutchins, former teacher and executive officer of the 
Australian Association for the Teaching of English, is author of 
a dozen books, as well as prize-winning travel and environmental 
articles and many short stories. She lives in Adelaide with her 
husband and her constant companion Millie, an RSPCA rescue cat.

Praise for Troop Train

‘An enthralling family saga, told by a masterful storyteller.’  
– Janeen Brian, award-winning author

‘Captivating, heart-wrenching and tremendously moving,  
Troop Train is an insightful tale of human connection during 
times of war.’ – Abby Douglas, Year 12 student

‘An engaging and thoroughly researched story of life  
on the home front during the Second World War.’  
– Michelle Toft, Historical and Cultural Officer, 
City of Burnside

Historical fiction 01 July 2021

Roy Ananda
Andrew Purvis, Bernadette Klavins, 
Sean Williams, Roy Ananda
HB • 192 PP • 280 x 235 • Full colour t/out • 
ISBN 9781743058558 • $59.95
In this stunning SALA monograph, Roy Ananda explores 
distant galaxies and plumbs sepulchral dungeons to create 
beguiling and intricate works of contemporary art. He is a 
visual artist, writer, and educator practising on Kaurna 
Country (Tarndanya/Adelaide Plains). His objects, drawings, 
installations, texts, and videos variously celebrate play, 
process, and the very act of making, exploding familiar pop-
culture properties – from Star Wars to Looney Tunes 
cartoons – and reassembling them in strange new 
configurations. His allusive works are slyly humorous 
contemplations on the nature of fandom. Since 2001,  
Roy Ananda has exhibited prolifically around Australia.  

Art / SALA Series 01 August 2021
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This book might be considered a travel guide to the alternate 
worlds of Roy Ananda’s imagination. It is the first major 
publication devoted to his work. 

Sean Williams is an award-winning, New York Times-bestselling 
author of fifty-odd novels and more than 120 short stories for all 
ages. As well as his original fiction, he has contributed to shared 
universes such as Star Wars and Doctor Who. 

Bernadette Klavins is a South Australian artist, writer, and arts 
worker. Working within the field of sculpture, Klavins draws upon 
the transformative and poetic potential of materials and 
processes, and explores their relationship to deep time.

Andrew Purvis is the curator at Adelaide Central Gallery, attached 
to Adelaide Central School of Art. He also works as an educator 
and practising artist. His writing on art has been published widely.
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Biography 01 July 2021

contested Australia’s traditional certainties, the legacies of British 
colonialism and the postwar social and political compact.

His life and work shed light on what it means to be an 
Australian public intellectual and academic. They also contain 
important lessons in personal fortitude and public audacity.

Donato (Don) Longo migrated to Australia in 1960 and attended 
university as a mature-aged student in the 1970s. He is a history 
graduate from the University of Adelaide (1976–79) with an 
honours degree supervised by Austin Gough. Two scholarships 
made possible his postgraduate research in France (1980–1985) 
where he obtained a doctorate in history at the Université de Paris 
VIII. He thereafter held management positions at the University of 
Adelaide as well as teaching history and developing languages and 
multicultural education policies and programs. He has written on 
French history as well as on 20th century immigration to Australia 
and, more recently, on the contribution to the Great War by South 
Australia’s rural communities with a focus on Yorke Peninsula.

A Historian Against the Current
The life and work of Austin Gough
Don Longo

PB • 282 PP • 210 x 140 • B&W in sections • 
ISBN 9781743058268 • $34.95
The life and work of Australian historian Austin Gough 
(1926–1997) reflect the paradoxes and contradictions of 
Australia’s intellectual and political life during the 20th 
century. After a difficult childhood and dispiriting early 
career, he had a meteoric rise in the academy, in the UK 
(Warwick University) and Australia (Monash and Adelaide), 
with writings on the Catholic Church and a reputation as an 
inspirational teacher.

An erudite conservative with a matchless flair for 
polemics and a taste for controversy, Gough became a 
harsh critic of a left-leaning academy and the radicalism of 
the post-1968 generation in the Labor governments from 
1975 to 1996. More broadly, his critiques articulate a 
cultural crisis in the West as new ideological perspectives 
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Nearly Lunch
Peter Bakowski, Ken Bolton
PB • 124 PP • 234 x 156 • ISBN 9781743058596 • 
$19.95 • 01 August 2021

A new poetry collaboration from Peter Bakowski 
and Ken Bolton. Also available from Wakefield 
Press, the authors’ Elsewhere Variations, 
companion volume to Nearly Lunch.

Peter Bakowski has been writing poetry for 38 
years. He remains influenced by the following quote, 
attributed to Robert Frost – ’Make your next poem 
different from your last.’

Ken Bolton lives in Adelaide. Recent collections 
include Starting at Basheer’s (Vagabond) and 
2020’s Salute (from Puncher & Wattmann). 
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Damned Murder?
Burt Surmon
PB • 174 PP • 210 x 140 • ISBN 9781743058480 • 
$24.95 • Crime Fiction • Available now

Age has not wearied this coterie of bon vivants, 
gambolling in the rolling hills, vineyards and wineries of 
the romantic Clare Valley. But the Valley’s dark secrets 
are revealed when firebrand Milton Manning’s half-
undressed body is discovered in the mud by the dam. 
Accident? Murder? Or simply a weak heart that gave up?

When DI Louis Buckingham and his offsider DS Sally 
Seymour investigate they uncover more than they 
bargained for – and Sally is astounded by tales of what 
people her mother’s age get up to.

Burt Surmon was born and bred in Kings (Bloody) Cross, 
Sydney, back in the good old days. Now retired, he lives 
in Adelaide, South Australia, with his beloved Jeni, 
cogitating the past, contemplating the future.
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Sweet River
Jack Hibberd
PB • 96 PP • 210 x 140 • ISBN 9781743058602 • 
$19.95 • 01 August 2021

‘In Sweet River’s wash of water and words, there’s an 
implicit message. Humanity might be the great polluter, 
the river’s enemy, but it will all live on, preserved in 
language – language that seems to lighten Hibberd’s 
usual dismal subjects – decay and death. We get the full 
gloomy monty in this collection, ending with a joyless Ode 
To Joy. But there’s always the sweet river, pristine and 
beautiful, memorably mirrored by a master wordsmith. 
The title poem is pure lyric.’ – Barry Oakley 

Jack Hibberd is a legendary Australian playwright and 
author.

Prospect Hill
Memories of a burned village

Caire Smith, Heather Burke, Jordan 
Ralph, George Merryman, Jo Smith, 
Jiayuan Liang
PB • 198 PP • 210 x 140 • ISBN 9781743058350 • 
$29.95 • Available now

When Prospect Hill was devastated by the Ash 
Wednesday bushfires of 1983, the community found 
refuge in their cultural heritage. 

The stories in this book provide insights into a world 
that was more stable, more predictable and seemingly 
more enduring than that which we inhabit today. 

Prospect Hill is in many ways a typical small rural 
community, but its memories are important for every 
Australian because they show that ordinary towns can 
contain extraordinary stories.
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Wotan’s Daughter
The life of Marjorie Lawrence

Richard Davis
HB • 360 PP • 235 x 160 • ISBN 9781743051221 • 
$45.00 • Available now

Wotan’s Daughter recounts the turbulent life and career 
of Marjorie Lawrence, one of Australia’s most renowned 
opera stars. From humble beginnings in rural Victoria, 
Lawrence rose to become one of the pre-eminent 
Wagner singers of her generation, acclaimed and 
honoured in Europe and at the Metropolitan Opera in 
New York where she shared roles with the legendary 
Kirsten Flagstad.

Stricken by polio at the height of her career, 
Lawrence fought back courageously against physical 
disability and prejudice to rebuild her shattered life and 
return to the stage. 
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Prospect Hill
Memories of a burned village

Caire Smith, Heather Burke, Jordan 
Ralph, George Merryman, Jo Smith, 
Jiayuan Liang
HB • 198 PP • 210 x 148 • ISBN 9781743058367 • 
$39.95 • Available now

When Prospect Hill was devastated by the Ash 
Wednesday bushfires of 1983, the community found 
refuge in their cultural heritage. 

The stories in this book provide insights into a world 
that was more stable, more predictable and seemingly 
more enduring than that which we inhabit today. 

Prospect Hill is in many ways a typical small rural 
community, but its memories are important for every 
Australian because they show that ordinary towns can 
contain extraordinary stories.


