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Hometown Haunts
#LoveOzYA Horror Tales
Edited by POPPY NWOSU
PB • 270 PP • 210 x 140 • ISBN 9781743058640 • $24.95
One bite of an apple from a family shrine unearths hungry 
ghosts. A poison garden unfurls a polite boy’s deepest, darkest 
desires. Interfering with an Indigenous burial site unleashes 
ancestral revenge, to a metal soundtrack. An underground 
dance party during Covid threatens to turn lethal. And on the 
edge of a coastal rainforest, a grieving sister waits to witness 
a mysterious ‘unravelling’.

This #LoveOzYA anthology – the first to focus entirely  
on horror – unites a stellar cast of Australia’s finest YA 
authors with talented new and emerging voices, including 
two graphic artists.

Contributors are Wai Chim, Sarah Epstein, Alison Evans, 
Lisa Fuller, Margot McGovern, Poppy Nwosu,  

Michelle O’Connell, Emma Osborne, Emma Preston,  
Marianna Shek, Holden Sheppard, Jared Thomas,  
Vikki Wakefield and Felix Wilkins.

The stories in this wide-ranging collection dig deep and go 
hard. While some are straight-up terrifying rollercoaster rides, 
others are psychologically rooted in our society’s deepest fears 
and concerns: acceptance and fitting in, love and loss, desire 
and temptation, and the terror of a world threatened by 
catastrophic change … and even collapse.

From body horror to the supernatural, hauntings to 
transformations, and the everyday evil of humans to menacing 
outside forces, Hometown Haunts will have you glued to your 
chair … until you leap out of it!

Poppy Nwosu is an author of young adult fiction. She has 
published three YA novels, including Making Friends with Alice 
Dyson (2019), Taking Down Evelyn Tait (2020) and Road Tripping 
with Pearl Nash (2021).

Lead Title Young Adult Fiction 31 October 2021

Broken Spear
The untold story of Black Tom Birch, the man 
who sparked Australia’s bloodiest war
Robert Cox
PB • 320 PP • 234 x 156 • B&W images  • 
ISBN 9781743058671 • $39.95
Black Tom Birch was the most feared and hated man in Van 
Diemen’s Land. For four years he kept the colony in a state 
of terror. He was responsible for the deaths of dozens of 
settlers. He burnt their buildings and destroyed their 
livestock and crops. Newspapers raged against him. One 
demanded he be lynched on capture.

Although he was three times in British custody, Black 
Tom Birch was never tried or punished. Instead, he defected, 
and history tells us that for the rest of his life he helped the 
British round up his own people for incarceration on a Bass 
Strait island. 

But history is wrong. 
Now, for the first time, the epic truth is told about this 

Lead Title History 01 October 2021
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1 charismatic Aboriginal patriot and his unending fight against 

invasion. It is a heroic story – and a tragedy of Shakespearean 
proportions.

Robert Cox is a former copywriter, journalist, newspaper subeditor, 
and magazine editor with a special interest in the history of his home 
state, Tasmania. His publications include seven other books.

Praise and Key Selling Points
‘Destined to become a classic of our time.’ – Lyndall Ryan

‘We need to know our history in order to know ourselves. Broken 
Spear is an uncomfortable story but we need not wear it like a hair 
shirt but rather accept it as a way to reconcile white Australia with its 
history and prepare to improve it.’ – Bruce Pascoe

‘The most accomplished fiction writer would be commended for 
inventing a story as intriguing and improbable as Black Tom’s.’  
– Nick Clements

•	Little has been known or written about this key Indigenous figure in 
Tasmania’s early white settlement story before now.
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Lead Title Art 10 August 2021

singularity of Hanrahan’s vision and its relevance to our times 
thirty years after the artist’s death in her prime. 

Nic Brown is Collections Curator at Flinders University Museum 
of Art, Adelaide. She has published widely on Australian art.

Dr Jacqueline Millner is Associate Professor of Visual Arts at 
La Trobe University, Melbourne. She has published widely on 
contemporary Australian and international art.

Elspeth Pitt is Curator, Australian Art, at the National Gallery 
of Australia, Canberra, where she specialises in modern and 
contemporary Australian art.

Key Selling Points
•	Another beautiful full-colour book in Wakefield’s respected  

art series that profiles Australian artists.
•	Barbara Hanrahan’s extraordinary work is just as relevant today, 

exploring desire and sexuality, mortality and social commentary.
•	An iconic Australian author.

Bee-stung Lips
Barbara Hanrahan, works on paper 1960–1991
Nic Brown, Jacqueline Millner, 
Elspeth Pitt
PB • 128 PP • 280 x 210 • Full colour t/out • 
ISBN 9781743058619 • $39.95
Barbara Hanrahan (1939–1991), who lived between 
Adelaide, London and Melbourne, was one of Australia’s 
most distinctive artists. Characterised by playfully complex 
narratives that draw on both personal experience and 
fantasy, her works are fearlessly direct and unashamedly 
decorative.

Bee-stung Lips: Barbara Hanrahan reproduces more than 
100 of Hanrahan’s works on paper, while new essays by Nic 
Brown, Jacqueline Millner and Elspeth Pitt delve into the 
artist’s themes, motivations and motifs, affirming the 
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Praise for The Girl with the Gold Bikini

‘Lisa Walker’s second YA novel gives us a fun new spin on Nancy Drew and 
‘girl detectives’. It will absolutely appeal to readers who love the mystery 
genre.’ – Books and Publishing

‘An action packed joyride... the novel remains grounded by Olivia’s endearing 
relationships with strong, authentic female characters. A ripper read 
ultimately about backing yourself.’ – The Big Issue

Lisa Walker’s second Olivia Grace YA mystery, Trouble is My Business, is 
available now from Wakefield Press. 

The Girl with the Gold Bikini
An Olivia Grace mystery
Lisa Walker
PB • 264 PP • 210 x 140 • ISBN 9781743056875 • $24.95  • 
Available now

Lisa Walker’s The Girl with the Gold Bikini, her debut YA mystery 
starring Olivia Grace, teen PI, has been shortlisted for two Sisters in 
Crime Davitt Awards: for Best YA Crime and Best Debut Crime. 

This comes just in time for the August release of her second Olivia 
Grace mystery, Trouble is my Business, a sequel that also works as a 
stand-alone novel.

9
7
8
1
7
4
3
0
5
6
8
7
5

History 15 October 2021

Margaret Flockton
A fragrant memory
Louise Wilson, Margaret Flockton
PB • 324 PP • 235 x 191 • Colour t/out • 
ISBN 9781743058459 • $65.00 • NEW EDITION!
In 1894, a shy young Englishwoman dazzled the art world with her 
first exhibited work in New South Wales.

Her name was Margaret Flockton, and she would go on to 
become Australia’s first and most celebrated professional botanical 
artist. Her illustrations were admired for both their scientific 
accuracy and their exquisite beauty.

Flockton was a self-effacing artist with extraordinary output. Her 
paintings of Australia’s wild flowers led onwards to the eucalypts, 
acacias and more, culminating in the creation of the international 
award that honours her work.

Art 15 October 2021
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plates, this biography captures the essence of a remarkable woman, 
illustrating a life of deeds, not words

Louise Wilson focused on mathematics at the University of Sydney and 
became the first woman in Australia to embark on a professional career in 
banking. After a multi-faceted career in finance and economics, she became 
intrigued by her own connection to a First Fleet settler of Australia. Of her 
seven published books, three are acclaimed titles about early convict settlers 
of the Hawkesbury district near Sydney. 

Praise for Margaret Flockton

’Her rich life is gracefully captured in this intimate biography.’ – Fiona Capp, 
The Sydney Morning Herald

History 15 August 2021

Governors to date (of whom only two were women). 
Rich in anecdote and detail, Professor Payton’s lively history illuminates the 

careers of each of these Governors, probing their personalities, and revealing 
their foibles, passions and achievements, just occasionally with a whiff of 
scandal. Governors’ wives, and sometimes other family members too, are no 
less interesting, and several have made lasting contributions to their adopted 
State, as Philip Payton demonstrates in this comprehensive and absorbing 
book.

Philip Payton is Professor of History at Flinders University in Adelaide, and 
Emeritus Professor of Cornish and Australian Studies at the University of 
Exeter, UK. He is the author or editor of sixty books, mostly on Australian and 
Cornish themes, and has written on subjects as diverse as migration, mining, 
maritime history, politics, labour history, war and society, and the history of 
repatriation and veteran affairs. He has produced biographies of the historian 
A.L. Rowse and the poet laureate John Betjeman, and is author of the 
acclaimed Cornwall: A History.

Vice-Regal
A history of the Governors of South Australia
Philip Payton
PB with flaps • 344 PP • 234 x 156 • Colour and black-and-
white illustration sections • ISBN 9781743058534 • $39.95
In this highly readable and revelatory account of the Governors of 
South Australia, leading historian Philip Payton charts the evolution 
of the vice-regal role from foundation in 1836 to the present day, 
setting the development of this distinguished office against the 
backdrop of the State’s often dramatic history. He tells the story of 
Government House and other vice-regal residences, notably Marble 
Hill which was all but destroyed on ‘Black Sunday’ in January 1955, 
and provides biographical sketches of each of the State’s thirty-five 
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He built this empire in the three rivers area of central Australia. He bought 
up holdings and established a system of seasonal droving, which could hold 
out against the drought and deliver well-fed livestock to the markets of 
southern Australia. 

Christo Reid, a great-grandchild of Kidman, has uncovered never-before-
published photographs and letters, and assembled them in this lavishly 
produced book, alongside text by Kidman biographer Jill Bowen. The result is 
a fascinating record of the development of one of Australia’s backbone 
industries and the life of a great Australian.

Praise for Kidman

‘The Kidman story is as much a part of our mythology as any character in 
Lawson or Banjo Patterson. It speaks to today – in the endlessly losing battle 
we have to survive as producers in the driest continent on earth. ‘ 
— Phillip Adams, ABC radio commentator

Kidman
The extraordinary life of Sir Sidney Kidman
Christo Reid
HB • 240 PP • 325 x 240 • ISBN 9780646900940 • $90.00 •
BACK IN PRINT!
A beautifully illustrated hardback that celebrates the life of the man 
they called ‘the cattle king’, Australia’s greatest ever rural 
entrepreneur.

In the late 19th century, 13-year-old Sidney Kidman left home on a 
horse to make his fortune; over the next 50 years – and with single-
minded determination – he would create a pastoral empire the size of 
France – the largest privately controlled pastoral empire the world has 
ever known. 
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Congratulations Lisa Walker on being shortlisted for two Sisters in Crime Davitt Awards
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Elaine Haxton
A colourful artist and life

Lorraine Penny McLoughlin
HB • 192 PP • 290 x 280 • ISBN 9781743057698 • 
$79.95 • Available now

This book celebrates the extraordinary life of 
artist Elaine Haxton and illustrates with beautiful 
reproductions the range and quality of her work, 
asserting her rightful place as a significant 
twentieth century Australian artist.

Through hard work, flair and endless energy, 
Elaine Haxton produced fine work in many spheres, 
always seriously reviewed and respectfully 
acclaimed. At the same time, she lived in a social 
whirl, a darling of the press, but loved and rewarded 
in the top echelons of the Australian art world.

Fiction	  							       Young Adult Fiction

Art 								        Art / History

9
7
8
1
7
4
3
0
5
8
1
2
1

Biography								        History

9
7
8
1
7
4
3
0
5
7
7
6
6

Sunburnt Veils
Sara Haghdoosti
PB • 272 PP • 210 x 140 • ISBN 9781743057766 • 
$24.95 • Available now

Sunburnt Veils is a smart, funny, character-based 
exploration of Islamophobia through a heroine who’s the 
kind of girl who reads at parties, but pushes herself to take 
a visible stand after a fellow student calls in a bomb threat 
on her first day of university, after she leaves a bag in a 
lecture theatre to take a phone call.

Tara wears hijab even though her parents hate it, and in 
a swipe right world she’s looking for the ‘will go to the ends 
of the earth for you’ type of love. Or, she would be, if she 
hadn’t sworn off boys to focus on getting into med. Besides, 
what’s wrong with just crushing on the assassins, mages 
and thieves in the fantasy books she reads?

When a bomb threat on her first day of university throws 
her together with totally annoying party king and oh-so-
entitled politician’s son Alex, things get complicated. Tara 
needs to decide if she’s happy reading about heroes, or if 
she’s ready to step up and be one herself.
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Vernacular Visions
A folklife history of Australia: art, diversity, 
storytelling

Noris Ioannou
HB • 292 PP • 260 x 250 • ISBN 9781743057384 • 
$79.95 • Available now

What is the character of Australian folk creativity, where 
does it spring from, what are its artistic outcomes, and 
what does it say about the diverse make-up of the nation 
and its history and culture? Cultural historian Dr Noris 
Ioannou explores these queries in this, the first 
comprehensive and richly illustrated cultural history text 
on Australian folk creativity, its art and its stories.

Vernacular Visions highlights the communal and 
spontaneous creativity and meaning of folk art, 
embracing it as a tool for the imagining and re-telling of 
everyday life. 

Pictorial History of Australia’s  
Little Cornwall
Philip Payton
PB • 96 PP • 265 x 218 • ISBN 9781743056554 • 
$29.95 • Available now

In the 1840s Cornish miners and their families came 
pouring into South Australia to take their part in the 
new colony’s great copper boom. They came to lend 
their home-grown expertise to extracting the rich ore 
that gave South Australia a world-wide reputation as 
being the Copper Kingdom.

These ‘Cousin Jacks’, as they were called, left Old 
Cornwall by the thousands when the news of the 
copper discoveries became known. In a matter of only a 
few years they had created Cornish communities with 
the same traditions, the same mining prowess, the 
same piety and the same determination to adhere to 
their own identity, as the Cornish people they had left 
behind.
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Sincerely, Ethel Malley
Stephen Orr
PB • 450 PP • 210 x 140 • ISBN 9781743058084 • 
$34.95 • Available now

In the darkest days of World War II, Ethel Malley lives a 
quiet life on Dalmar Street, Croydon. One day she finds 
a collection of poems written by her late (and secretive) 
brother, Ern. She sends them to Max Harris, co-editor of 
modernist magazine Angry Penguins. He reads them 
and declares Ern an undiscovered genius. Determined 
to help publish the poems, Ethel moves in with Max and 
soon becomes a presence he can’t understand, or 
control. He gets the feeling something’s not quite right. 
About Ethel. About Ern. Then two poets come forward 
claiming they wrote Ern’s poems.

What follows is part-truth, part-hoax, a dark mystery 
as surreal as any of Ern’s poems. 

Based on Australia’s greatest literary hoax, Sincerely, 
Ethel Malley explores the nature of creativity, and 
human frailty. It drips with the anaemic blood of 
Australian literature, the gristle of a culture we’ve never 
really trusted.
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Blood on the Typewriter
The world of Philip White

Robbie Brechin
PB • 280 PP • 210 x 140 • ISBN 9781743058121 • 
$34.95 • Available now

This gonzo biography of iconic wine writer, arts lover 
and eccentric Philip White – or, ‘Whitey’ – tells the story 
of an unconventional life, lived large. Son of an Old 
Testament manic street preacher, he filled the family 
pot with rabbits when money was scarce, left home and 
dove headlong into bohemia when he was 17, and was 
in Paul Kelly’s first band, The Debutantes, among other 
adventures.

He flirted with poetry, music and painting, earning 
varying degrees of success and acclaim, but it was 
writing where he truly excelled.

In this spiky, gossipy, loving and richly insightful 
book, crackling with wit and bravado, Robbie Brechin 
chronicles an extraordinary Australian life - and a 
singular talent.

2021 YEAR IN REVIEW
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One Magic Square
Grow your own food on one square metre

Lolo Houbein
PB • 368 PP • 200 x 200 • ISBN 9781862547643 • 
$45.00 • Available now

One Magic Square shows how, with a ten-minute 
effort, you can start your own productive food 
garden on a single square metre. By following 
these plot designs you can keep your labour 
pleasurable as your self-sufficiency increases. 
Take control of your own fresh food supply! Food 
gardening is the most intelligent adult endeavour 
on earth – Lolo Houbein shows you how to do it, 
and why you should.

Winner of the 2008 Gourmand World Cookbook 
Awards for Best Innovative Cookbook.

October / November 2021
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Images of the Interior
Seven Central Australian photographers
Philip Jones
PB • 168 PP • 265 x 218 • ISBN 9781862545847 • 
$49.95 • Available now

During the half-century from the 1890s to the 1940s, the 
theme of the ‘bush’ emerged as a formative element in a 
new Australian identity. Assumptions about the Central 
Australian frontier and its people – black and white – 
then hardened into stereotypes that still affect our 
perceptions of this country.

The photographs in this book, from the rich 
collections of the South Australian Museum, take us 
behind those stereotypes, to the reality of the frontier 
itself. The photographers were seven remarkable men 
whose vocations took them into the heart of Central 
Australia, long before tourism and colour photography 
transformed our view of the outback.
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Poking Seaweed with a Stick and 
Running Away from the Smell
Alison Whitelock 
PB • 240 PP • 210 x 135 • ISBN 9781862547575 • 
$19.95 • Available now

Alison Whitelock dreamed of shooting her father with a 
sawn-off shotgun. Her brother planned to use the longest 
knife in the cutlery drawer, and her mother tried to 
poison him with out-of-date tranquillisers. 

This wee book is a bittersweet account of growing up 
in Scotland in the strange and brutal kingdom we call 
home. But Poking Seaweed with a Stick is anything but a 
tale of childhood suffering; it is an enchanted Scottish 
tale that will have you smiling through your tears and 
laughing till you cry.

Making Friends with Alice Dyson
Poppy Nwosu
PB • 272 PP • 210 x 140 • ISBN 9781743056127 • $24.95 • 
Available now

Alice Dyson knows exactly how she’ll be spending her final 
year of high school: with her head down, concentrating on her 
textbooks and homework. She’s focused on the future, and 
nothing is going to get in her way. 

Until a bizarre encounter with the school’s most notorious 
troublemaker derails all her plans, turning Alice into the 
unwilling centre of attention and her life into one enormous 
complication.

And even worse? Now Teddy Taualai won’t leave her alone.
A romantic story about rumours, friendship, and 

discovering who you really are.
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Ochre and Rust
Artefacts and encounters on Australian 
frontiers

Philip Jones
PB • 448 PP • 230 x 168 • ISBN 9781743055267 • 
$49.95 • Available now

Ochre and Rust takes nine Aboriginal and colonial 
artefacts from their museum shelves, and positions 
them at the centre of these gripping, poignant tales set 
in the heart of Australia’s frontier zone. Philip Jones is a 
curator and historian, based at the South Australian 
Museum.

Winner of the 2008 Prime Minister’s Literary Award 
for Non-Fiction Shortlisted for the 2007 Queensland 
Premier’s Literary Awards.
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Mallee Boys
Charlie Archbold
PB • 216 PP • 210 x 140 • ISBN 9781743055007 • 
$24.95 • Available now

Sandy Douglas knows that life at fifteen is hard, but it’s 
even harder when your mother died a year ago and 
nothing’s gone right since. His brother Red, on the other 
hand, is eighteen now and working the farm. He’s 
amped up on rage and always looking for a fight.  
And then there’s their dad Tom. He does his best,  
but – really – he doesn’t have a clue.

As Sandy and Red deal with girls, dirt biking, footy 
and friendship, both boys have to work out who they 
want to be, without their mum around. The Mallee, 
where they live, may seem like the middle of nowhere, 
but it turns out this is going to be one hell of a year.

CLASSIC PICKS 


