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Edwina Preston is a Melbourne-based writer and musician. Preston is the 
author of a biography of Australian artist Howard Arkley, Not Just a 
Suburban Boy, and the novel The Inheritance of Ivorie Hammer.

Praise for Bad Art Mother

‘A magnificent panorama of a novel, written with an assured verve, that 
encompasses art and feminism, love and marriage, and makes us believe 
we are right there, at the very heart of a transformative moment in 
culture when everything is about to change ... I was never less than 
enthralled.’ – Christos Tsiolkas

‘With commanding prose, imaginative energy and fierce wit, Preston tells 
the lives of women artists.’ – Janine Burke

Bad Art Mother
Edwina Preston
PB • 336 PP • 210 x 140 • ISBN 9781743059012 • $32.95
Good mothers are expected to be selfless. Artists are seen as selfish. 
So what does this mean for a mother with artistic ambitions?

Enter: frustrated poet Veda Gray, who is offered a Faustian bargain 
when a wealthy childless couple, the Parishes, invite her to exchange 
her young son Owen for time to write.

Blending wit and pathos, love and fury, ambition and loss, this is an 
extraordinary novel of love and art, set in the Melbourne milieu of 
Georges and Mirka Mora, Joy Hester, and John and Sunday Reed.
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Literary Fiction 10 May 2022

chemistry with nerdy-but-sweet new director Will.
Libby must discover who she wants to be, who she wants to be with … 

and how to stop pretending.

Jodi McAlister is an author of romantic novels. Her YA paranormal 
romance Valentine trilogy is published by Penguin Teen Australia.

Praise for Libby Lawrence is Good at Pretending

‘For Libby, pretending comes naturally, but being herself without artifice or 
falling back on self-preservation behaviours is her real challenge … a self-
aware rom-com that critically interrogates patriarchal institutions and the 
socialisation of young women … a powerful novel of a young woman 
coming of age.’ – Ilona Urquhart, Books and Publishing

Libby Lawrence is Good  
at Pretending
Jodi McAlister
PB • 368 PP • 210 x 140 • ISBN 9781743059043 • $24.95
Nineteen-year-old Libby Lawrence is good at pretending. Problem 
is, she’s not entirely sure how to stop. Which is good for her role in
the campus production of Much Ado About Nothing … but poses 
problems in her personal life. Especially when the list of things 
she can’t admit to, even to her best friend Ella, starts to build.

Losing her virginity to the too-charming director of her uni theatre
group (just before he ran off with the group’s money) is only the
start. There’s also an uncomfortable encounter with her broody
on-stage love interest Roarke, and her crackling offstage

9
7
8
1
7
4
3
0
5
9
0
4
3

Young Adult Fiction 01 May 2022

Dancing Before Storms
Five Revolutions that Made Today’s World

Robert T. Harris
PB • 374 PP • 234 x 156 • Colour section •  
ISBN 9781743058688 • $39.95
The American and French Revolutions; the European Springtime of 
the Peoples; and the Chinese and the Russian Revolutions broadly 
shaped the contours of the world as we know it. 

This is the story of five revolutions that changed the world, and 
the unexplored connections between them.

Robert (Bob) T. Harris is a well-known spokesperson for civil 
society and non-government organisations, and for many years 

History 10 June 2022
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president of the Conferences of NGOs at the UN and UNESCO, secretary-general 
of the World Confederation of Organisations of the Teaching Profession 
(WCOTP), and chair of an OECD Working Group on education, training and 
employment policies.

Key Selling Points 
•	The narratives of founding revolutions are taught in idealised and often 

nationalistic terms, and therefore the interactions between great revolutions 
are often neglected or understated. This book will examine and reframe these 
five world-changing revolutions and the people involved.

•	Examines five fascinating active participants in the political struggles  
of the times.

Speculative Fiction 10 June 2022
Uncanny Angles
Sean Williams
PB • 332 PP • 210 x 140 • ISBN 9781743058923 • $32.95
Nothing takes flight without something solid to push against. And 
flying looks easy until you take that leap of faith into the arms of 
gravity and try to soar. 

These fourteen stories from New York Times bestselling author 
Sean Williams explore the limits of human experience through the 
lenses of romance, horror, humour, speculation and mystery, giving 
the reader glimpses of worlds they’ve never seen before  — worlds 
haunting, memorable and seductive.

Each is a unique take on the familiar; a step deeper  
into the unknown.
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for readers of all ages. His work includes series, novels, short stories and 
poems that have been translated into multiple languages for readers around 
the world. He lives in Adelaide and teaches creative writing at Flinders 
University.

Praise for Uncanny Angles

‘Like Williams’s favourite piece of sci-fi tech, this book will take you far 
away in an instant. But beware — there’s no guarantee that you’ll come 
back to the same place you left.’ — Stefen Brazulaitis, Books and Publishing
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Elizabeth Hutchins is the author of over a dozen books as well as prize-
winning travel and environmental articles and many short stories. She 
lives in Adelaide with her husband and her constant companion Millie, an 
RSPCA rescue cat. Her dilemma, being a cat lover while appreciating the 
damage cats do to wildlife, was the catalyst for this novel. It was short-
listed for several awards when it was first published in 1994, including a 
Wilderness Society Environment Award for Children’s Literature. 

Key Selling Points
•	Fiction with a focus on timely environmental concerns.

A Matter of Cats
Elizabeth Hutchins
PB • 178 PP • 210 x 140 • B and W images t/out • 
ISBN 9781743058893 • $19.95
When your cat is a precious reminder of your mother, it’s a shock to 
hear your new friend’s father urge the visitors to his wildlife sanctuary. 
‘Get rid of your cats!’

Kate’s involvement with Mala Sanctuary and its captivating native 
inhabitants begins after she rescues an injured koala. Grunt brings 
together two diverse families, each facing challenging issues. Will the 
problems they face strengthen their friendships – or lead to tragedy?
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Middle Grade Fiction 10 June 2022

Squad. When she signed for the Adelaide Thunderbirds she was 16, the 
youngest player ever to be contracted in the Trans-Tasman ANZ 
Championships. Grace Back on Court is the second book in her Grace series 
but can be read as a stand-alone novel.

Key Selling Points
•	Author is high-profile co-captain of the Sydney Swifts and former player 

with the Adelaide Thunderbirds with a strong following in both states. 

•	This book is second in a successful series, with established readership. 

•	Maddy is articulate and an experienced and enthusiastic marketer. She 
runs a successful website promoting the Grace books and she has tens of 
thousands of followers. 

•	Energy supplier Red Energy sponsors Maddy and has ordered 500 books 
to give away. Lamont has ordered 470 copies. Books promote sport and 
excerise, friendship and fairness so easy to get school support.

Grace back on Court
Maddy Proud
PB • 252 PP • 210 x 140 • ISBN 9781743059098 • $19.95
Netball nerd Grace Parker leads a busy life. Not only are there the 
usual challenges of high school, but Grace and her once enemy 
Amber Burns are trialling for the state under 15 netball team, 
dreamy aspiring rockstar Sebastian King is paying her a lot of 
attention, and Grace must decide between doing the right thing by 
her new netball friend Daisy, or going to the Kings of Linwood concert 
on Saturday night with her besties Mia and Stella. She thinks she has 
the solution, but will they understand?

It’s going to be a big year.

Maddy Proud is the co-captain of the NSW Swifts, the 2021 Super 
Netball Premiers, and a member of the Australian Netball Diamonds 
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Gillian Dooley is Honorary Senior Research Fellow at Flinders University. 
She is the co-editor of Matthew Flinders’ Private Journal (2005), of the 2019 
Wakefield Press anthology The First Wave: Exploring Early Coastal Contact 
History in Australia (with Danielle Clode), and (with Philippa Sandall) of Trim: 
The Cartographer’s Cat (2019), a new authoritative edition of Flinders’ 
Biographical Tribute. She also writes on authors including Jane Austen and 
Iris Murdoch.

Mathew Flinders:  
The Man Behind the Map
Gillian Dooley
PB • 272 PP • 234 x 156 • ISBN 9781743059203 • $39.95
Born at the end of the Age of Enlightenment and growing up as 
Romanticism took hold of European culture, Matthew Flinders was 
the embodiment of these seemingly irreconcilable movements. His 
achievements as a navigator and leader are impressive, but he was 
much more than an action hero, idolised by generations of admirers.

In Matthew Flinders: The Man behind the Map Gillian Dooley looks 
to the primary sources to discover Flinders as a friend; a son, a 
brother, a father and a husband; as a writer, a researcher, a reader, 
and a musician – and above all as a romantic scientist.
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Praise for Kaurna Warrapiipa, Kaurna Dictionary
‘The Kaurna Dictionary is a valuable resource for our community to learn 
and share our language and culture. This book will enable our community to 
revive their connections to land and each other to respect the past and to 
further develop the future of our people as a community. It is an 
encouragement for all people to come together and learn together.’  
– Alison Denee

‘Many warrior Elders past and present walked miles to reclaim our 
language. This long-yearned-for dictionary is testament to them and an 
invitation for learners to sit in a Kaurna language camp to learn, share and 
speak in a way unheard of before.’ – Katrina Karlapana Power

Kaurna Warrapiipa,  
Kaurna Dictionary 
Kaurna to English, English to Kaurna
Rob Amery, Susie Greenwood  
and Jasmin Morley

PB • 176 PP • 280 x 210 • Illustrations t/out •  
ISBN 9781743059210 • $39.95
Kaurna to English and English to Kaurna translations give learners 
quick access and the ability to identify the creative processes used 
to translate and adapt old words to new for modern day application 
that is rooted in ancient integrity. 

This simple, comprehensive and insightful dictionary is easy to 
navigate and is grounded with  ancient and modern Kaurna voices 
and robust historical and contemporary sources.
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STORMBIRD PRESS: books that defend nature and empower communities 

Code Red
Marissa Slaven
PB • 382 PP • 216 x 140 • ISBN 9781925856408 • $29.95
In the exciting sequel to Code Blue, Atlantic (Tic) Brewer 
returns to the North East Science Academy and things go 
from bad to worse. She can’t seem to stay out of trouble, 
and when her past catches up with her, it will take help from 
all of her old friends, and some new ones, as well as nerves 
of steel for Tic to survive. 

Can Tic and her friends save civilization from the results 
of the Change and those who would see the world 
destroyed? 

Far from your typical boarding-school adventure, Code 
Blue and Code Red challenges readers with questions 
relevant to our time.

Marissa Slaven was born and raised in Montreal by parents 
who taught her that it was her responsibility to do her part to 
make the world a better place. She has always loved stories 
with strong female characters and was searching for a YA 
novel where the heroine saves the world using her intelligence 
and compassion. She was inspired by her daughter to write 
Code Blue, an eco-fiction thriller, where a teenage girl and her 
friends battle climate change.

Young Adult Fiction 01 May 2022

The Entropy Heresy
Jed Brody
PB • 204 PP • 216 x 140 • ISBN 9781925856194 • $29.95
In the chilling and prophetic sequel to The Philodendrist 
Heresy, a year has passed since Danielle Gasket 
miraculously escaped the crypt nation—the subterranean 
dystopia where she was born. Now Danielle’s fledgling 
skills in tracking and stealth are pitted against the machines 
and guns of the crypt nation. 

Ancient canisters of deadly substances have begun to 
leak, imperiling all life on the earth’s surface. Danielle must 
return to the crypt nation to find a fabled elixir, the 
technological antidote to the poisons. She descends into the 
underworld with Cougar, Panther, and Jaguar, the three 
brothers who have been teaching her how to survive  
in the wild. 

Sci-Fi / Dystopian Fiction 01 May 2022

9
7
8
1
9
2
5
8
5
6
1
9
4 Though Danielle alone ascends again with the elixir, she bears a 

message from Panther: ¬“Our smoke does not rise to the heavens, 
but at least it perfumes a less odious hell.”

Jed Brody is a Senior Lecturer in Physics. His short fiction has 
appeared in Creative Loafing and an anthology of Science Fiction by 
Scientists. His essays have appeared in Physics Today, the 
Philadelphia Inquirer, and One Hand Does Not Catch a Buffalo: 50 Years 
of Amazing Peace Corps Stories: Volume One: Africa. He was a Peace 
Corps volunteer in Benin, West Africa, where he taught high school 
physics and chemistry. He studied solar electricity at Georgia Tech. 
As a member of a US-Tibet Science Initiative, he traveled to India five 
times to teach physics to Tibetan monks and nuns. He enjoys yoga, 
qigong, birdwatching, swimming, and reading, but usually not all at 
the same time.
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Crime Fiction 01 May 2022

Butler is pushed to overcome personal demons and intercept the 
smugglers to save the night parrot, even if it means endangering 
the lives of those he most loves.

John Grant grew up in Ireland, moved to Australia for 
postgraduate research in zoology, and has lived there for the past 
35 years. He teaches tertiary field programs on ecology and 
conservation in Australia and Indonesia. His research interests are 
ecology and behaviour of birds, particularly those in Australia’s 
Wet Tropics and Gulf Country regions. His other interests include 
painting wildlife, mainly birds, community-based nature 
conservation, bushwalking, reading and singing. He has published 
a number of scientific papers and popular articles. His home of 
many years is the Atherton Tablelands of north Queensland.

Spinifex
The Curse of the Night Parrot
John Grant 
PB • 234 PP • 216 x 140 • ISBN 9781925856422 • $29.95
The discovery of the near-mythical night parrot lures 
smugglers to the heart of the Australian outback. It falls to 
lone wildlife officer Ric Butler to investigate but when a 
malevolent boss repeatedly undermines his efforts Butler 
proves he isn’t the kind of guy to let a thing drop because 
he’s told to. 

Falsely accused of murdering an infamous naturalist 
Butler’s world gets turned upside down forcing him to go on 
the run with Jake Varoy a laid-back but cynical co-worker 
with the hard-won wisdom only experience can bring. 

In a daring game of cat-and-mouse the pair track an 
unseen adversary as Jake reveals clues about Butler’s own 
hidden origins. The investigation turns deadly up in the 
steamy croc-infested waters of remote Torres Strait when 
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Spotlight on backlist titles 

Kidman
The extraordinary life of Sir Sidney Kidman

Christo Reid
HB • 240 PP • 240 x 325 • ISBN 9780646900940 •
History • $90.00

A beautifully illustrated hardback that celebrates the life of 
the man they called ‘the cattle king’, Australia’s greatest 
ever rural entrepreneur. 

Cars We Used to Drive
Australians on the move, 1940s to 1960s 

Don Loffler
HB • 264 PP • 230 x 210 • ISBN 9781743058565 • 
History • $54.95

In Cars We Used To Drive, Don Loffler, well-known Holden 
author, reveals his lifelong interest in all makes of cars on 
Australian roads in the years 1946 to 1966. 
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Alice Springs 
From singing wire to iconic outback town

Stuart Traynor 
PB • 456 PP • 234 x 156 • ISBN 9781743054499 •
History • $39.95

In 1870 a colonial government, on the brink of collapse, 
made an audacious move. South Australia’s squabbling 
politicians briefly put aside their differences and took the 
bold decision to run an iron wire to the middle of nowhere 
and beyond. Stringing the Overland Telegraph Line across 
the silent heart of the continent was a momentous event in 
the country’s history.

Great Central State
The foundation of the Northern Territory 

Jack Cross
PB • 432 PP • 235 x 160 • ISBN 9781862548770 •
History • $39.95

The Northern Territory’s first European decades were an 
extraordinary mixture of grand vision and human folly, 
peopled with larger-than-life characters. In Great Central 
State, Jack Cross tells the story of South Australia’s 
ambitious — or foolhardy — plan to become the premier 
colony of Australia using its own unique experience in 
planned colonisation, and its bid to develop the north coast 
as an integral part of South-East Asia.

Four Years in a Red Coat
The Loveday Internment Camp diary  
of Miyakatsu Koike 

Miyakatsu Koike, Hiroko Cockerill, 
Peter Monteath, Yuriko Nagata 
PB • 214 PP • 234 x 156 • ISBN 9781743058961 •
History • $29.95

Four Years in a Red Coat presents for the first time in 
English translation Miyakatsu Koike’s wartime diary. It is a 
keenly observed record of his arrest, his hellish voyage to 
distant South Australia, his endurance of years in the 
Loveday Internment Camp, and his return ultimately to a 
war-ravaged homeland.

Hossein Valamanesh
Out of nothingness 

Mary Knights, Ian North,  
Hossein Valamanesh 
HB • 176 PP • 280 x 235 • ISBN 9781743050057 •
Art • $49.95

Hossein Valamanesh draws on his Iranian heritage and 
experience of the Australian landscape and culture to 
create enigmatic artworks imbued with a disturbing 
beauty. Born in Tehran, he came to Australia in 1973 aged 
24, and has become one of the country’s most significant 
contemporary artists.

‘Roaming Freely Throughout  
the Universe’
Nicolas Baudin’s voyage to Australia  
and the pursuit of science

Jean Fornasiero, John West-Sooby
PB • 340 PP • 234 x 156 • ISBN 9781743058275 •
History • $39.95

Nicolas Baudin’s voyage of discovery to Australia (1800—
1804) included both specialist field collectors and aspiring 
young savants, proved pivotal. 

Encountering Terra Australis
The Australian voyages of Nicolas Baudin  
and Matthew Flinders

ean Fornasiero, Peter Monteath, 
John West-Sooby
PB • 480 PP • 234 x 156 • ISBN 9781743055052 • 
History • $39.95

Encountering Terra Australis traces the parallel lives and 
voyages of the explorers Flinders and Baudin, as they 
travelled to Australia and explored the coastline of mainland 
Australia and Tasmania.
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The Teeth of a Slow Machine
Andrew Roff
PB • 216 PP • 210 x 140 • ISBN 9781743058916 •
Literary Fiction • $29.95

This daring, irreverent short-story collection dissects and 
explores the conundrums of contemporary life and what it 
is to be human, through a world very like our own.

That Thing I Did
Allayne L. Webster 

PB • 336 PP • 210 x 140 • ISBN 9781743058633 • 
Young Adult Fiction • $24.95

Five misfits hit the road in a haunted hearse, on a madcap 
road-trip from their prison-bordering suburb behind the 
‘Mullet-Proof Fence’ to small-town Mount Gambier. 

Frank, fearless and taboo-breaking, That Thing I Did is a 
rollicking road trip with a serious side.
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