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Struggling with a lack of experience and fitness, Rosamund Burton and 
her friend cycle the first 800 km from Adelaide through the Flinders Ranges 
to the deserted outback town of Farina, battling piercing winds and pelting 
rain, visiting sites and chatting with locals as they go. 

The author moves across the continent, storytelling, sharing its 
sometimes brutal history and listening to those who have lived in this harsh 
but beautiful country. This quest for connection with the land and an 
understanding of its people, is also an exploration of what it means for the 
author, being Irish born, to belong in Australia.

Rosamund Burton was born in Ireland and grew up in England, before 
returning to Ireland with her family when she was eighteen. She became an 
actress, then worked for the UK’s first left-wing think-tank. She moved to 
Australia in the mid-1990s and lives in Sydney with her husband Steve.

The Whispering Wire 
Tracing the Overland Telegraph Line through the 
Heart of Australia
Rosamund Burton 
PB • 320 PP • 234 x 156 • Black and white images t/out • 
ISBN 9781743059609 • $34.95
Interweaving history and travel, this entertaining story traces one 
woman’s journey tracing the 3200 km Overland Telegraph Line from 
Adelaide to Darwin. Constructed between 1870 and 1872, the line 
transformed Adelaide into Australia’s communication hub, connecting 
the continent with the rest of the world and heralding the dawn of 
instant communication.
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Lead Title Memoir 10 October 2022

Lead Title Art 01 August 2022

LEAD TITLE Science / Health 10 October 2022

Trusted 
Children, Aspirin, and a Deadly Mystery
Karen Starko
PB • 384 PP • 234 x 156 • Black and White images t/out • 
ISBN 9781743059579 • $45.00
Trusted is the tale of finding the cause of Reye’s syndrome, a 
devastating and mysterious illness described by Dr RDK Reye and 
colleagues at the Royal Alexandra Hospital for Children, 
Camperdown, Sydney in 1963. 

In 1978, ten-year-old Mark Keller woke up with fever, headache 
and a cough. His mother kept him home from school that day and a 
few more. He appeared to be getting better. Then, with no warning, 
Mark began vomiting violently and became delirious. His parents 
rushed him to his pediatrician’s office. An ambulance was called 
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department, Mark lapsed into a coma. Within hours he was dead. Parents 
were terrified of the enigmatic illness. Doctors were saying ‘nothing can be 
done beyond taking aspirin.’

Before Covid-19, before Flint, before AIDS, this deadly brain-swelling 
illness was striking down thousands of perfectly healthy children and was 
one of the first man-made public health crises in modern times. Trusted is a 
non-fiction, memoir-exposé of the discovery of aspirin as the cause and 
history of this decades-long, twentieth-century tragedy. 

Karen Starko is a physician, epidemiologist, and clinical trial expert who 
trained in internal medicine at Boston City Hospital and in infectious 
diseases at Brown Affiliated Hospitals and Harvard University. She was an 
Epidemic Intelligence Service officer in the Field Services Division of the 
Center for Disease, United States Public Health Service, stationed at the 
Arizona Department of Health Services from 1978 to 1980.

Jessica Loughlin
From here
Julie Ewington, Tina Oldknow
HB • 184 PP • 280 x 220 • Full colour t/out • 
ISBN 9781743058954 • $59.95
Jessica Loughlin creates ethereal artworks in glass that explore her 
fascination with the beauty of emptiness and her extensive research 
into light and space. Beginning her artistic pursuit and exploration of 
the horizon line in her student years she has since dedicated her 
practice to the pursuit of capturing the transient qualities of light 
and the quiet sense of contemplation it provokes in the viewer.

Known for her understated aesthetic, Loughlin takes her artistic 
cues from the vast, flat landscapes and salt lakes of South Australia 
and is particularly drawn to the inherent quietness and stillness of 
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and translucent glass together in flat panels or geometric freestanding 
pieces that allude to shadow, reflection and refraction. Her work is 
characterised by a strict reductive sensibility and restricted use of colour 
with a gentle palette of soft muted hues.

Widely celebrated for her thoughtful and instinctual approach to kiln-
formed glass, together with her innovative technical skills with the medium, 
Loughlin is one of Australia’s leading contemporary glass artists.

Julie Ewington is an independent curator, writer and broadcaster based in 
Sydney.

Tina Oldknow is an independent curator and art historian specialising in 
contemporary art, craft and design in glass.

political. This monograph is the first major publication dedicated to 
Valenzuela’s career. Informed by nearly twenty hours of studio interviews 
and the lived experience and up-close observation of Valenzuela’s 
practice, the essays contained within take inspiration from Valenzuela’s 
approach to art-making. They carve a shape-shifting path through his 
twenty-year career thus far, revealing a keen technician, a radically anti-
object approach to ceramics and, ultimately, an artist who wilfully resists 
categorisation.

Belinda Howden is an independent researcher, writer and educator 
focused primarily on contemporary Australian visual art.

Anna O’Loughlin is an Adelaide-based arts writer.

Mark Valenzuela
Belinda Howden, Anna O’Loughlin
HB • 136 PP • 280 x 235 • Full colour t/out • 
ISBN 9781743059555 • $49.95
Mark Valenzuela is an artist of two worlds. Born and raised in the 
Philippines, Valenzuela moved to Adelaide, South Australia, as an adult 
in his thirties. His ceramics and installation practice has since drawn 
on this duality, oscillating geographically, artistically and politically 
between the two countries.

As a maker of many-pieced iterative installations, Valenzuela has 
spent the past two decades exploring ideas of occupation, annexation 
and space-making. His works address themes of conflict, dominance, 
resistance and rebellion, and frequently combine the personal and the 
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melds the political with the domesticated, and the public with the poet’s 
invisibly disabled body-as-temple: chaos the beauty of our wild lives.

Heather Taylor-Johnson moved from the US to Australia in 1999 to begin a 
post graduate degree in Creative Writing. She received a PhD from the 
University of Adelaide and, while doing so, found a husband and had three 
children. Her first novel was Pursuing Love and Death (HarperCollins 2013) 
and her second is Jean Harley Was Here (UQP 2017). Her fourth book of 
poetry is Meanwhile, the Oak (Five Islands Press, 2016). She’s been writing 
reviews of poetry and fiction for various literary magazines for more than a 
decade and regularly reviews film for InDaily.

Alternative Hollywood Ending
Heather Taylor-Johnson
PB • 92 PP • 210 x 140 • ISBN 9781743059623 • $22.95
The other side of happiness is where the hard work’s done. 

In November 2016, unable to focus on much else outside of her 
own disbelief and anger with the US presidential election, American-
Australian Heather Taylor-Johnson began writing poems in response 
to outrageous and offensive quotes by the incoming POTUS, and 
found it a healthy way to settle back into the world around her. With 
sexism, racism and climate-change denial playing heavily into the 
far-right zeitgeist of our times, this book – six years on – is still 
fighting back. But it’s true things are better now / It’s true that things 
are the same. Ironic, playful, lamenting, Alternative Hollywood Ending 
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Poetry 10 October 2022

Children’s Picture Book 24 October 2022

Biography 10 October 2022

The Defiant Anti-conscriptionist
The curious life of E.H. Coombe
Helen Hennessy, Patricia Booth
PB • 320 PP • 234 x 156 • Black and White images t/out • 
ISBN 9781743059616 • $39.95
Ephraim Henry (Harry) Coombe was a ‘self-made man’ of strong 
principles. With no more than six years of formal schooling, he 
became a journalist, newspaper editor and member of parliament, 
representing the Barossa District for a total of 14 years. He 
advocated for proportional voting, women’s suffrage, the extension 
of the railway to country towns, and against the closure of Lutheran 
schools during the First World War.

But his steadfast anti-conscription stance led to his persecution, 
and many of his parliamentary colleagues labelled him a coward, a 
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was prosecuted under the War Precautions Act, at a trial deliberately held in 
his electorate, for using words that were ‘likely to prejudice recruiting’. 
Shortly afterwards Harry suffered a sudden seizure while speaking at a 
public rally, and died a week later at the age of 58. 

Determined to walk his own path, Harry is remembered as a man willing 
to stand up for his beliefs. A hero of the working class and many others in 
the community, the curious life of E.H. Coombe placed Gawler and its region 
firmly on the map.

Helen Hennessy has experienced a varied career as a library manager, 
teacher,  local historian and a community engagement officer with the CFS, 

Patricia Booth is the great-granddaughter of E.H. Coombe.

would be heard, ‘Hurry up and finish your dinners. John is ready to tell you 
a Grandfather Shark story in the bunkroom.’ In a moment, every child and 
some not so young would be jostling for position on the beds. 

Hugo Shaw started his drawing as a preschooler lying on a rug on the 
floor surrounded by paper and pencils. A long and successful career as an 
artist followed.

Grandfather Shark and the Robbers
John Riviere Morris, Hugo Shaw
HB • 28 PP • 210 x 297 • Colour images t/out • 
ISBN 9781743059500 • $29.95
Grandfather Shark is very old and a little bit grumpy. But when robbers 
arrive in his seaside town, he hatches a plan to stop them.

John Riviere Morris is an award-winning short story writer who spent 
family holidays at Point Lonsdale in Victoria. In the evenings the cry 
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Michelle Jäger is an Adelaide-based writer whose work has appeared in 
various anthologies and journals. She won the Elle Australia 2018 short 
story competition, placed runner-up in the InkTears’ 2018 short story 
competition, and was short-listed for the Hammond House 2019 and 
Aesthetica 2020 short story prizes. Michelle has a PhD in Creative Writing 
from the University of Adelaide. Bird Bones is her first novel.

Praise for Bird Bones

‘Bird Bones is a mesmerising, dark enchantment of a novel, a dazzling 
debut from a compelling new voice in Australian literature.’  
— Carol LeFevre, author of Murmurations 

‘A dreamlike fable, Michelle Jäger’s is an assured and powerful new voice 
in Australian literature.’ — Katherine Tamiko Arguile, author of Meshi

Bird Bones
Michelle Jäger
PB • 298 PP • 128 x 198 • ISBN 9780648463535 • $32.99
There is no Vera without Gary. Except that Gary is gone.

Vera and Gary have always been entwined. They spent endless 
sprawling holidays at Corny Point with Vera’s little sister, Emmeline, 
always in the shadows. But the umbilical cord that tethered Vera and 
Gary has snapped.

When Vera returns to Corny Point with her cantankerous partner, 
Oswald, the rubble of her childhood emerges and Vera finally sees. It 
wasn’t always just about Gary. 

Shifting and swelling like the tide on a remote Australian beach, 
Michelle Jäger’s debut novel reminds us that unobliging women can be 
the most interesting of all.

Fiction Glimmer Press 24 October 2022
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artists themselves, Blooms and Brushstrokes is a book for art, flower and 
history lovers alike.

Penelope Curtin is a freelance editor who works mainly in the area of art 
publications. Her great loves in life have been the gardens she has 
established and Edwin, Alice, Rupert and Rosey, some of whom are 
grandchildren, the others Italian Greyhounds.

Tansy Curtin is the Curatorial Manager at Bendigo Art Gallery. She holds a 
Masters in Art History from the University of Adelaide. Tansy inherited the 
gardening gene from her mother, although she also loves growing edible 
plants.

Blooms and Brushstrokes
A floral history of Australian art
PeneloPe Curtin, tansy Curtin
HB • 216 PP • 275 x 220 • Full colour t/out • 
ISBN 9781743056493 • $65.00
Blooms and Brushstrokes takes you on a unique journey through the 
history of Australian art, one flower at a time, examining the blooms 
depicted in still lifes, floral portraits, decorative interiors and 
botanical illustrations by a long line of Australian artists. 

Spectacular, intimate, engaging and meticulously researched – 
and full of interesting and quirky facts about the flowers and the 
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Back in Print Gift / Art 10 October 2022

Back in Print Indigenous / Photography 10 October 2022

Back in Print Indigenous / History 10 October 2022

Bush Mechanics 
From Yuendumu to the world
Mandy Paul, Michelangelo Bolognese
PB • 88 PP • 265 x 218 • Full colour t/out • 
ISBN 9781743055151• $29.95
Cars are a central feature of life in remote Aboriginal communities. 
Far from spare parts and sophisticated tools, bush mechanics keep 
cars running with what is available in the bush.

Bush Mechanics first screened on the ABC in 2001, starring young 
Warlpiri men, rusty old cars and the Australian outback. It was a hit. 
Funny, ingenious and sometimes confronting, Bush Mechanics was 
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in Central Australia. The stories centred around cars, but provided broader 
insights into contemporary Aboriginal life and culture.

Mandy Paul is the director of the Migration Museum, a museum of the 
History Trust of South Australia, and has previously worked in useums 
around Australia and in the United Kingdom. She has a long history of 
working in Aboriginal Australia, which began when she was native title 
historian at the Central Land Council, Alice Springs.

Michelangelo Bolognese is a senior curator at the National Motor Museum, 
and has previously worked at the British Museum and London Fire Brigade 
Museum.

Stewart Roper was born in Greenock, Scotland, and emigrated to 
Australia with his family as ‘ten pound poms’ on the good ship SS Oronsay. 
He worked in a variety of jobs before undertaking studies in nursing which 
eventually led to him travelling to work on the Pitjantjatjara Lands in 
remote north west South Australia and, much to his surprise (and possibly 
the consternation of some), he has continued to work with the same health 
service for the last thirty years. Palya is his first book, documenting 
experiences with the Pitjantjatjara and their ruggedly beautiful country 
during this period. For the last twenty years he has lived mostly in the 
idyllic seaside town of Port Willunga, just south of Adelaide in South 
Australia, with his wife Rita Reitano.

Palya
Stewart Roper
HB • 164 PP • 285 x 285 • Full colour t/out • 
ISBN 9781743058718 • $54.95
Images and recollections from two decades on the Anangu 
Pitjantjatjara Yankunytjatjara Lands in north western South Australia. 

Palya: Good. Palya is used often in Pitjantjatjara/Yankunytjatjara and 
can have a variety of meanings, all essentially translating to ‘good’, as 
in ‘I am feeling good (well)’, or ‘That is good’. It is also used in greeting 
as in ‘Nyuntu palya; you well?’ with the reply ‘Uwa-na, palya; yes, fine’.
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together for diverse reasons, similar to the varied group
whom Chaucer brought to life in his Canterbury Tales. 

Valerie Volk is a former secondary teacher, tertiary lecturer, and director 
of an international education program. She has won awards for poetry 
and short fiction and has published widely in journals, anthologies and 
magazines. Her first book, In Due Season, won the Omega Writers CALEB 
Poetry Prize in 2010, and there have been enthusiastic reviews of both 
her verse novel, A Promise of Peaches, and her sardonic modern 
versions of Grimms’ Tales, Even Grimmer Tales. Passion Play was 
Shortlisted for the OMEGA Writers CALEB Poetry Prize.

Passion Play
The Oberammergau tales
Valerie Volk
PB • 336 PP • 210 x 140 • ISBN 9781743055731 • $34.95
A politician, a cooking contest winner, a troubled clergyman,
a much-married socialite, a TV evangelist – what could they
have in common? Why do they (and half a million others)
travel to Oberammergau, the small German village that has
staged a Passion Play every tenth year since 1634?

In a four-day bus trip, very different people are drawn
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Back in Print Poetry 01 August 2022 

Back in Print Art 10 October 2022

throughout the world. Hans Heysen is a study of the artist’s watercolours, 
an aspect of his oeuvre much loved by the general public, scholars and 
fellow artists. This book discusses the progress of his career through his 
watercolours and also explores his watercolour technique. It includes a 
short biography of the artist.

Jane Hylton, curator and author, has written extensively on Australian art 
and has curated numerous exhibitions. In 2000 she left the position of 
Curator of Australian Art at the Art Gallery of South Australia to become a 
freelance consultant.

Hans Heysen
Into the light
Hans Heysen, Jane Hylton, John Neylon
PB • 88 PP • 285 x 215 • Full colour t/out • 
ISBN 9781862546578 • $39.95
Hans Heysen: Into the light is the fourth book in a series featuring 
artists represented in the collection of Carrick Hill, Adelaide. Hans 
Heysen is one of Australia’s greatest landscape painters and best-
known artists. His work is collected in galleries and museums 
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Hot Backlist Gems

The Sensible Sleep Solution
A guide to sleep in your baby’s first year

Sarah Blunden, Angie Willcocks
PB • 176 PP • 230 x 210 • ISBN 9781862549470 •
Non-fiction • $29.95

Parents need facts about infant sleep and development — 
up-to-date information based on evidence rather than 
myths, old wives’ tales and opinions. The Sensible Sleep 
Solution is a moderate approach, providing month-to-
month advice to guide you through your baby’s first year 
and establish good sleeping habits that can last a lifetime.

Siblings
Brothers and sisters of children with disability

Kate Strohm
PB • 272 PP • 210 x 148 • ISBN 9781743052334 • 
Non-fiction • $34.95

Siblings tells what it is like to grow up with a brother or 
sister with a disability or illness. The siblings of children 
with a disability are often the overlooked ones in families 
struggling to cope. Kate Strohm, a sibling herself, provides a 
forum for other siblings to describe their challenges and 
provides them with strategies.
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Libby Lawrence is Good at Pretending
Jodi McAlister
PB • 368 PP • 210 x 140 • ISBN 9781743059043 •
Young Adult Fiction • $24.95

Jodi McAlister’s sparkling campus novel is a rom-com 
about friendship, authenticity, and all the ways we perform 
ourselves ... and the preciousness of those moments when 
all artifice falls away. Dramatic and wise, it combines the 
arch wit and sharp banter of Ten Things I Hate About You 
and Clueless with a knowing heart.

Bad Art Mother
Edwina Preston
PB • 336 PP • 210 x 140 • ISBN 9781743059012 •
Literary Fiction • $32.95

Good mothers are expected to be selfless. Artists are seen 
as selfish. So what does this mean for a mother with 
artistic ambitions? Blending wit and pathos, love and fury, 
ambition and loss, this is an extraordinary novel of love and 
art, set in the Melbourne milieu of Georges and Mirka Mora, 
Joy Hester, and John and Sunday Reed.

The Home of the Blizzard
An Australian hero’s classic tale of Antarctic 
discovery and adventure

Douglas Mawson, Ranulph Fiennes
PB • 536 PP • 210 x 140 • ISBN 9781862548763 •
History / Diary • $39.95

This tale of discovery and adventure, of pioneering deeds, 
great courage, heart-stopping rescues and heroic 
endurance, is Mawson’s own account of his years spent in 
sub-zero temperatures and gale-force winds. At its heart is 
the epic journey of 1912–13, during which both his 
companions perished. A classic account of survival.

The Establishment Boys
Barry Nicholls
PB • 294 PP • 234 x 156 • ISBN 9781743058589 •
Sports / History • $34.95

Monday 9 May 1977 was an historic moment for world 
cricket. It was the day Kerry Packer announced he’d bought 
the cream of Australia’s cricketing talent, to play in his own 
private competition. Over the next two years, the game 
became bitterly divided between two parallel competitions: 
the rock-star realm of Packer’s World Series Cricket and 
traditional Test cricket, now depicted as stodgy and 
obsolete. Those players became known as the 
Establishment Boys.

Master of Stillness
Jeffrey Smart

Barry Pearce
HB • 152 PP • 290 x 260 • ISBN 9781743053393 •
Art • $75.00

Master of Stillness illuminates the vision of the most 
celebrated of Australian expatriate artists, from his 
beginnings in Adelaide until his last major composition 
painted in Italy, where he lived for five decades until his 
death in 2013.

Kunmanara Jangala Carroll
Ngaylu nyanganyi ngura winki  
(I can see all those places) 

Belinda Briggs, Alison Milyika 
Carroll, Luke Scholes
HB • 136 PP • 280 x 235 • ISBN 9781743058664 • 
Art / Indigenous • $59.95

Kunmanara Carroll was a Luritja, Pintupi and Pitjantjatjara 
man based in Pukatja. Concerned with passing on cultural 
knowledge, Carroll found his paternal homeland an 
unwavering source of inspiration and the recurrent subject 
within his oeuvre of paintings and ceramic sculpture.
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One Magic Square
Grow your own food on one square metre

Lolo Houbein
PB • 368 PP • 200 x 200 • ISBN 9781862547643 •
Food / Gardening • $45.00

One Magic Square shows how, with a ten-minute effort, you 
can start your own productive food garden on a single 
square metre. By following these plot designs you can keep 
your labour pleasurable as your self-sufficiency increases. 
Take control of your own fresh food supply! Food gardening 
is the most intelligent adult endeavour on earth – Lolo 
Houbein shows you how to do it, and why you should.

Holden Treasures
From the 1946 prototypes to the 1966 HR

Don Loffler 
HB • 352 PP • 230 x 210 • ISBN 9781743055649 • 
Cars / Non-fiction • $59.95

Here at last is Don Loffler’s long-promised book on rare and 
special examples of the first ten Holden models. Thanks to 
painstaking and persistent research, Don has been able to 
assemble an amazing collection of over 500 images from 
black-and-white photographs and colour slides, many of 
which are bound to surprise enthusiasts.
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Fire
A Message from the Edge  
of Climate Catastrophe
Margi Prideaux
PB • 364 PP • 226 x 150 • ISBN 9781925856569 • 
$28.99 • Stormbird Press
From Kangaroo Island resident and writer Margi 
Prideaux, who holds a Ph.D in wildlife policy and 
law, comes Fire, a love letter to a small community 
who has a message for the world. 

The time for hollow words and targets and plans 
is over. Communities need to take back their 
control and consciously adapt to living in a world 
with more apocalyptic wildfi res, killer heat domes, 
catastrophic rain bombs, lethal floods and 
mudslides, deadly droughts, and violent 
sandstorms.

Fire captures the emotional journey of the 
author and her family living through the 
catastrophic 2019 and 2020 fires that ripped 
across Kangaroo Island’s iconic landscape. Margi 
lost her home and farm during that tragic season, 
and Fire chronicles a community’s journey through 
trauma and climate grief; from disaster into stark 
awareness of climate chaos; from climate apathy 
to front-line witnesses of a global climate crisis. A 
journey billions more people will suffer as climate 
disasters escalate.

Fire is essential reading for anyone interested 
not just in humanity’s future but our present.

Lead Title Creative Non-fiction / Environment 20 October 2022

Margi Prideaux has written about wildlife, 
international politics, and law almost every day for the 
past thirty years. As an international negotiator and 
independent academic, with a Ph.D in wildlife policy 
and law, her words have been tuned to inform policy 
audiences in over twenty different international 
conservation processes. She has five books and her 
shorter musings are regularly published in Dark 
Mountain, openDemocracy, Live Encounters, Wildlife 
Articles, AlterNet, Global Policy, and Ecologist. Having 
lived and lost in Australia’s 2020 Black Summer fires, 
she now writes because she believes time has run out.  

Praise for Fire
‘Fire is brilliant and powerful and deeply, deeply 
moving. It is not a book I will easily forget. And I 
suspect that as the years of climate collapse roll on, I 
will think of and turn to it many times.’ – Stephen 
Harrod, Earth Grief: The Journey Into and Through 
Ecological Loss

‘An expression of despair, anger and bewilderment. 
The only way forward is not with more failed 
government policies, but through resolve and action at 
the grass-roots community level.’ – Alan Atkinson, 
Three Weeks in Bali

‘An authentic recollection of disaster recovery 
everyone needs to read in order to create change 
together for a safer future.’ – Sabrina Davis, Humans 
of Kangaroo Island

Stormbird Press located on Kangaroo Island
Defending nature and empowering communities through the power of story ...  
it’s all we do. 

Stories about our world, and our relationship with nature, have been told by people for thousands of years. It is 
how we share our moral tales, empower ourselves with knowledge, and pass wisdom to the future. Combining 
deep experience born of decades emersed in global environmental issues with the attentive touch of professional 
publishing, Stormbird Press taps this rich cultural vein in book form. Since 2018, our titles have been carefully 
curated to deliver thought-provoking and inspiring environmental fiction and nonfiction that booksellers and 
libraries can trust.

We are a small remote team, who live in various Australian rural regions. As a team we have experienced, 
firsthand, the impacts of devastating wildfires and catastrophic fl oods. We lost our base office and everything in it 
to wildfire in early 2020. Then, another member of our team was devastated in the 2022 floods.

We are living climate chaos but remain inspired by our authors because their voices are vital. In the words of poet 
Rob Carney, ‘literature has always helped create social change, and it still can. It’s the responsibility of those of us who 
write and publish to be there when people turn to literature for answers. When they come, all of our words need to 
count because if the words don’t grab them, we’ll lose them.’

Stormbird books will continue to liberate to the fl owing currents of our world stories about our connection with 
the environment. They will whisper where we have been and where we are going. Bringing these important 
stories forward, through Wakefield Press, is our sole mission.

Let us introduce you to our latest titles:
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A Place to Run Free
Michael LaReaux
PB • 500 PP • 216 x 140 • ISBN 
9781925856521 • $28.99 • Stormbird 
Press
Jake Phillips doesn’t break the rules 
because he’s a troublemaker. He breaks 
them because he thinks the rules are 
stupid. But some rules aren’t meant to be 
broken.

Haunted by memories of fear and 
violence, Ursus has never known kindness.

An accident sends Jake to an afterlife 
where pets go to await their human 
companions. Jake soon discovers it’s not 
the afterlife he learned about in church. An 
evil presence stalks the dark places among 
the trees, searching for dogs and cats to 
steal away. With Ursus as his guide, Jake 
sets off on a journey through ancient woods 
and golden grasslands, determined to put a 
stop to the disappearances and bring back 
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those who were taken.
Jake isn’t strong, brave, or smart. Most of the 

time, he isn’t even very nice. But there are 
animals who need rescue, and there is no one 
else to save them.

He will just have to fi nd strength and 
courage along the way.

Michael LaReaux earned his degree in Creative 
Writing from CSU Hayward and splits his time 
between Maine and the worlds of his own 
creation where he is free to be a self-
sacrificing, heroic combination of Humphrey 
Bogart and Superman. He lives in an old 
farmhouse with his wife, two rambunctious 
dogs, and a very destructive cat. A Place to Run 
Free is dedicated to pets and the people who 
love them.

Letting the Summer Go
Alice Teasdale, Júlia Both
PB • 32 PP • 297 x 233 • Full colour t/out • 
ISBN 9781925856590 • $16.99 • 
Stormbird Press
Last summer, all the colour was stolen.
We need green! said Mum.
So we went to the hidden garden
and poked and scattered
and pressed and patted ...

Inspired by the stories of recovery after the 
Black Summer bushfires Letting the 
Summer Go follows the journey of a mother 
and her child rediscovery their garden after 
the devastation of wildfire. With colour 
unfurling from the earth, sunlight, a 
disgruntled hen, and the conscious act of 
letting a terrible the summer go, this 
illustrated children’s story is about 
resilience in the face of large-scale natural 
disaster.

Letting the Summer Go is aimed at parents 
of children between 3 and 8, who are 
interested in speaking with their children 
about disaster and loss (in particular, but 
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not exclusively, through wildfires) as well as 
the impact of major tragic events. There is a 
strong garden and nature narrative throughout 
the text and illustrations.

Alice Teasdale grew up in the Adelaide Hills 
where a beautiful garden and the threat of fi re 
dominated her childhood. She has directed 
oodles of theatre and short films, and written 
plays, screenplays and all sorts of other 
stories. For the last ten years she’s been living 
on a Kangaroo Island farm with three 
extraordinary children, chooks, ducks, dogs 
and a sheep who thinks he’s human. 

Júlia Both is a Brazilian born, Australian artist 
who specialises in large-scale artwork that 
celebrates the natural world. From her 
Melbourne studio base, she has explored 
several illustrative styles for book formats. 
Letting the Summer Go is her first foray into 
children’s book illustration.
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