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Lead Title Art / Textiles 01 April 2023

suburban living rooms, and feminism has made so little headway that a 
relationship between two women can be seen as perverse, even dangerous. 

   This haunting novel vividly inhabits its suburban beachside setting, while 
sensitively exploring through its characters the corrosive effects of ambiguous 
loss, and of tightly held family secrets.

Carol Lefevre has published novels, short stories, journalism, and a non-fiction 
book, Quiet City (2008). She is a Visiting Research Fellow at the University of 
Adelaide, where she completed a doctorate in creative writing. She is the author 
of the Nita B. Kibble awardwinning Nights at the Asylum. Her most recent book, 
Murmurations, a novella in eight stories (2020, Spinifex Press) was shortlisted for 
the 2021 Christina Stead Prize for Fiction in the NSW Premier’s Literary Awards, 
and the Fiction Prize in the 2022 South Australian Festival Awards for Literature.

Temperance 
Carol Lefevre
PB • 208 PP • 210 x 140 • ISBN 9781743058695 • $34.95

December, 1963: widowed café owner Stella Madigan, with her two 
young children Fran and Theo, and the free-spirited artist Mardi Rose, 
embark on a road trip to Byron Bay. But a night spent in the tiny 
outback town of Temperance will alter all their lives, and ignite a chain 
of events the children will struggle to both conceal and resolve, long 
into adulthood.

   Temperance explores the discrepancies between what children see and 
what adults allow them to believe. Its mystery unravels against a 
background of early 1960s Australia, where religious wars are fought in 
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Lead Title Literary Fiction 01 April 2023

Lead Title Car History / Non-Fiction 10 February 2023

LEAD TITLE Memoir 10 March 2023

Crazy Bastard 
A memoir of forced adoption
Abraham Maddison
PB • 336 PP • 234 x 156 • Colour section • ISBN 9781743059715 
• $39.95

Derek Pedley abandons his 30-year journalism career on the brink  
of a breakdown, haunted by addiction, compulsion and obsession,  
and carrying the heavy baggage of a boy who found his adoption  
papers at 15.

   When an anguished letter his mother wrote almost half a century 
earlier arrives five years after her death, it raises more questions than it 
answers. The man who was born Abraham Maddison embarks on a quest 
to find the truth, uncovering a story of heartbreak and lies that echoes 
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5 the pain of tens of thousands of mothers and children, robbed of each other by 

Australia’s Forced Adoption era. 

   Crazy Bastard is raw and harrowing, brutally honest, and beautifully vulnerable. 
It is one man’s search for identity, for love, and for the truth.

Abraham Maddison has worked in WA and SA newspapers since 1988, reporting 
and editing under his adoptive name, Derek Pedley. Under that name, he also 
published three true crime books, including two shortlisted for the Ned Kelly Crime 
Awards. He was a News Editor at The Advertiser in Adelaide and edited the paper’s 
state and federal political coverage from 2013-2020. Abraham walked away from 
journalism in 2020 to complete Crazy Bastard, a memoir of his 1972 forced 
adoption, which took four years to research and write. He is now a sub editor at 
the Sunraysia Daily in Mildura. He lives in Adelaide and is married to historian Dr 
Shannon Schedlich, who co-researched and edited his memoir.

She’s a Beauty
The Story of the First Holdens
(New Edition Volume One 1934–1948)
Don Loffler
Jacketed HB • 304 PP • 230 x 210 • Colour and black and-white 
images t/out • ISBN 9781743059470 • $59.95 • New Edition

She’s a Beauty! is back in print – but with a difference. Now in two 
volumes, this lavishly illustrated first volume documents the Holden 
story from 1934 to 1948. Volume Two will continue the story from 
1949 to 1953, and in subsequent decades.

   Volume One, rich with new stories, photographs and facts, includes 
not only material from the 2006 enlarged edition of She’s a Beauty!, 
but also relevant material from its sequel, Still Holden Together, which 
is unlikely to be re-published.
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0    No FJ Holden material is included, in order to keep She’s a Beauty! exclusively 
for the original Holden model.

About Don Loffler: Some people guess that Don is the son or relative of a 
Holden dealer, or a former Holden factory employee, or someone closely 
connected with the motor trade. He is none of these, but a retired German, 
Latin and Chemistry teacher, who is enjoying the process of writing books on 
his passion – the early Holden models and the history behind them. Born in 
Kapunda, South Australia, he gained an Arts degree and two Education diplomas 
from the University of Adelaide. His late wife, also a graduate with similar 
degrees from the same university, was his inspiration in the initial years of his 
book writing and the tradition is now maintained by his adult son Michael and 
daughter Helen. Lois and Michael have been valuable proofreaders of Don’s 
manuscripts over many years.

Meryl Ryan is a widely travelled curator with over three decades experience in 
the arts sector, including seven years as an editor/writer in London, UK. 

Clare Press is a Sydney-based author and documentary filmmaker, and founder 
of ‘The Wardrobe Crisis’, a sustainable fashion podcast and online course 
platform, based on her 2016 book of the same name.

Shannon Brett is a proud Wakka Wakka/Butchulla/Gooreng Gooreng person and 
experienced researcher/writer and curator who is skilled in various areas of 
research, arts management, arts writing, fashion design, graphic design, public 
speaking, photography and arts mentorship.

New Exuberance
Meryl Ryan, Clare Press, Shannon Brett
HB • 184 PP • 210 x 210 • Full colour t/out • 
ISBN 9781743059661 • $39.95

Textile design today is a vibrant boundary-blurring creative field. By 
nature, it cross-pollinates. Moving through disciplines — graphic, 
furniture and product design, fashion and the visual arts — it manifests 
as surface patterning, material experimentation and transfiguration, 
storytelling and conceptual ideas. From highly original first Nations 
artists to dynamic interdisciplinary collaborations, New Exuberance 
celebrates over 30 diverse and eclectic textile-based practices in 
contemporary art, design and fashion in Australia now.
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life-long friends, a joy that would continue throughout her life. But it was her 
love of opera that shone the brightest.

Gillian Thomas has travelled for most of her life, often alone in the early years, 
and frequently to Italy in pursuit of opera and a chance to speak the language. 
Also a fan of Test cricket, she attends every day of every Test match at Adelaide 
Oval. She gets her love of sport from her father, Gordon Harris, who played  
37 first class matches for South Australia between 1920 and 1931. Her love  
of music comes from her grandparents, who met at the Conservatorium  
of Music in Adelaide.

Confessions of an Opera Tragic 
Gillian Thomas
PB • 104 PP • 198 x 129 • ISBN 9781743059784 • $24.95

Twenty-year-old Gillian boarded a ship for London with her school 
friend Mary without a moment’s hesitation, because that’s what 
young Australians did in the 1950s. Fortuitously they arrived just in 
time for the Queen’s coronation, and spent two days queuing in the 
Mall to catch a glimpse.

   For over sixty years, on her many trips through Europe and North 
America, Gillian pursued music and sport, met famous folk, and made 
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Memoir / Music 01 April 2023

Poetry 01 April 2023

A brief letter to the sea about a
couple of things
Ali Whitelock
PB • 106 PP • 210 x 140 • ISBN 9781743059722 • $24.95

In a collection where things start innocently enough with an ovarian 
cyst, and where the poet wakes from dreams of sex in Bunnings (in the 
light bulb aisle if you’re wondering), these poems crash land into your 
soup bowl leaving your fresh white dress drenched in Campbell’s cream 
of tomato.

   Ali Whitelock’s poems, bold and loud and heartbreaking, run bare 
arsed through the shit storm of this world while playing Rachmaninoff’s 
fifth on a piano left out in the rain. They howl and they ache, they hoot 
and they pine, they curl up with the sea urchins, sing to the starfish, 
waltz with the seahorses––they sleep with the moon.
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About Ali Whitelock: It’s shite being Scottish, so the Trainspotting line goes. And 
for a long time Ali Whitelock thought that too. Originally from Glasgow, she now 
lives an hour south of Sydney. Sure, she lives a fortunate life. Sure, the sun shines 
just about every day. Sure, the beach is only a ten-minute stroll away. So why then 
is this not enough for her? What is it that makes her heart ache for the Scottish 
wilds, the icy north wind, the horizontal rain, the Cairngorms, the Old Man of Storr, 
the best Indian food you will ever taste in your life, and supermarkets that reduce 
packs of twelve croissants to 5p at the end of the day? Sadly, she has yet to come 
up with a definitive answer.

Ali spends her days writing, mentoring, applying SPF 50+, looking for her sun hat, 
fantasising about living in a windswept cottage in winter on the Isle of Skye, and 
shouting at the telly when the Liberals come on. a brief letter to the sea about a 
couple of things is her fourth book.

The Boy in Time
Stephen Orr 
PB • 186 PP • 210 x 140 • ISBN 9781743059685 •
Literary short story collection • $27.95

With every story in this collection, The Boy in Time charts 
a child’s progress from the Outer Hebrides to a Mongolian 
desert, from war to kidnapping, a Midwestern American 
nightmare, falling from the wheel-well of a Dreamliner. 
Stephen Orr’s impressionistic take on the short story 
captures a child’s bewilderment of what it’s like to be alive.

Whispering Wire
Tracing the Overland Telegraph Line  
through the Heart of Australia

Rosamund Burton
PB • 266 PP • 234 x 156 • ISBN 9781743059609 • 
Memoir • $34.95

The 3200-kilometre-long Overland Telegraph Line from 
Adelaide to Darwin was completed in 1872. One-hundred-
and-fifty years later, author Rosamund Burton traced the 
path of this largely forgotten strand of wire.
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Carrick Hill
A portrait

Edited by Richard Heathcote, 
Photographs by Mick Bradley
Jacketed HB • 168 PP • 280 x 230 • Full colour t/out • 
ISBN 9781743056714 • Art / History • $59.95 • New Edition 

Carrick Hill tells the story of Australia’s most intact twentieth 
century house museum, bequeathed to the people of South 
Australia and the nation. The second edition of the book includes 
insights into the interior design, plus tales from the attic and a 
gallery of images by master photographer Mick Bradley.

Alternative Hollywood Ending 
Heather Taylor-Johnson
PB • 92 PP • 210 x 140 • ISBN 9781743059623 • 
Poetry • $22.95

Ironic, playful, lamenting, Alternative Hollywood Ending melds 
the political with the domesticated, and the public with the 
poet’s invisibly disabled body-as-temple: chaos the beauty 
of our wild lives. ‘Tells of human endurance, and the daily 
battle that living is for so many of us, in a humane and 
thought-provoking way.’ – Peter Boyle
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Trusted 
Children, Aspirin, and a Deadly Mystery
Karen Starko
PB • 384 PP • 234 x 156 • ISBN 9781743059579 •
Science / Health • $45.00

Before Covid-19, before Flint, before AIDS, this deadly brain-
swelling illness was striking down thousands of perfectly 
healthy children and was one of the first man-made public 
health crises in modern times. Trusted is a non-fiction, memoir-
exposé of the discovery of aspirin as the cause and history of 
this decades-long, twentieth-century tragedy.

Trouble is my Business
Lisa Walker
PB • 256 PP • 210 x 140 • ISBN 9781743058442 • 
Young adult fiction • $24.95

Olivia Grace, recently retired teen PI, has her priorities 
sorted. Pass first-year law, look after her little sister, and 
persuade her parents to resume ... well, parenting. But after 
Olivia’s friend Abbey goes missing in Byron Bay, she can’t sit 
back and study Torts. It’s time to go undercover. A rip-
roaring excursion into madcap sunshine noir.
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