
Wakefield Press
For all flyers and complete stocklist visit www.wakefieldpress.com.au
For all price and availability queries visit www.titlepage.com

CELEBRATING
30 YEARS 

New Releases
June/July 2023

Lead Title Medical Memoir 01 July 2023

are explored through the eyes of a child, against a backdrop of  
encroaching water.

Roanna McClelland is an emerging writer of fiction and non-fiction with a 
background spanning environmental policy, law, politics, media, and 
research. Her debut novel, The Comforting Weight of Water, won the Arts 
South Australia Wakefield Press Unpublished Manuscript Award in 2022. 
She is currently completing a PhD in environment and water law. Her work 
explores conceptualisations of climate, the environment, identity, and 
human nature in modern society.

The Comforting Weight of Water 
Roanna McClelland
PB • 284 PP • 210 x 140 • ISBN 9781743059586 • $32.95
Winner of the Arts South Australia Wakefield Press Unpublished 
Manuscript Award at the 2022 Adelaide Festival Awards for 
Literature.
In a near future where it never stops raining, a young adolescent runs 
wild. With only the cantankerous Gammy and a band of terrified and 
broken villagers for company, this story explores coming of age when 
society – and all its cues – has been washed away. 
   For the few survivors, questions of identity, nature, love, and fear 
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Lead Title Speculative Fiction 18 May 2023

Lead Title Middle Grade Fiction 01 July 2023

LEAD TITLE Memoir / Health 01 July 2023

Endo Days
Life, love and laughs with Endometriosis
Libby Trainor Parker
PB • 336 PP • 234 x 156 • ISBN 9781743057773 • $34.95
One in ten people in Australia are living with endometriosis and 
countless others are supporting them, caring for them, 
championing various treatments and being impacted by this 
incurable condition. Endo Days is a look at the stories of those 
within the endo community, as told to journalist and educator Libby 
Trainor Parker, who was diagnosed with endometriosis aged thirty-
six, and has dedicated the past seven years to finding the lighter 
side of chronic illness. 
   Endo Days is a frank, often funny and honest memoir told in a 
narrative journalism style, with Libby’s own story as the central 
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women, men and non-binary), their partners – male and female, doctors 
and specialists, researchers and the wider endo community. 

Comedian, journalist, teacher, radio presenter and cabaret performer  
Libby Trainor Parker does a lot of things, but writing is her first love. She 
had her first piece published in the Canberra Times when she was eight 
years old (a clever little poem about being addicted to TV), which could very 
well have been her peak. Libby has had her work published in finance 
magazines, and as a finance writer she makes an excellent arts journalist, 
which is lucky because she has had her words published across a number 
of magazines and online news outlets, such as the Advertiser, Barker Mag, 
Rip It Up, and On the Record.

Out of This World
Sonya Spreen Bates
PB • 208 PP • 210 x 140 • ISBN 9781743059890 • $19.95
Hali Greengard thinks she’s a freak. She’s a twin from Hexa, a planet 
where twins are always Daka together. Except for her. She is Luma.
   When the navigation system on her family’s interplanetary cruiser 
goes haywire, an ordinary family holiday turns into a nightmare. They 
are hurtled through space with no known destination, finally dropping 
into orbit six days later around a small, unlisted planet in the Milky Way 
called Earth.
   The family is welcomed by two of Earth’s inhabitants, who call 
themselves Humans but bear a striking resemblance to Lumas. Hali 
finds herself strangely comfortable in this unfamiliar world, where her 
Daka brother stands out like a sore thumb, not her. Soon they discover 
that space travel is banned on Earth, and they are, in fact, fugitives 
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kids from the farm next door, who report them to their mother, the local cop.
   With their new friends languishing in jail and an all points alert out on the 
‘dangerous aliens’ (as the Earth authorities have dubbed them), Hali and her 
family must work quickly to save Liam and Jodi. Along the way they discover 
that Lumas and Humans might have more in common than they thought.
   This fast-paced intergalactic adventure is a story of family, friendship, and 
discovering who you really are.

Sonya Spreen Bates writes for adults and children. Her debut adult novel 
Inheritance of Secrets was shortlisted for the Banjo Prize and Davitt Awards 
for Best Debut Crime Novel. Sonya’s children’s novels have received many 
commendations from CCBC Best Books for Kids and Teens and the Speech 
Pathology Australia Book of the Year Award in 2020.

grandparents in their search for security across three continents? 
   Or maybe it was all down to personality type. His nature. Did the qualities 
which made him a trusted doctor also make him more vulnerable to the 
inevitable impact of caring for people over many years?
   In One Curious Doctor, Hilton Koppe writes with curiosity and compassion 
of his family fleeing Europe, the lessons he learned from the patients he 
helped, and his sadness and relief of no longer being able to practise 
medicine. 

Hilton Koppe is a writer, workshop facilitator, podcaster and doctor living 
on Bundjalung land on the east coast of Australia.

One Curious Doctor
A memoir of medicine, migration and mortality
Hilton Koppe
PB • 262 PP • 234 x 156 • black-and-white t/out • 
ISBN 9781743059883 • $34.95
Hilton Koppe was working as a doctor in small-town Australia when he 
was diagnosed with post-traumatic stress disorder. As the fallout from 
the trauma of the diagnosis began to settle, he tried to work out how he 
ended up in this position. Was the PTSD a consequence of vicarious 
trauma from working as a country doctor for over thirty years? Did it 
come from his life-long feelings of being an outsider trying so hard to 
fit in? Or was it a result of trauma experienced by his parents and 
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The characters in Witnesses tell their own tales, but they are also observers 
of important events. Their stories will change the way you understand the 
Bible, and have implications for modern lives.

Valerie Volk is an award-winning Adelaide writer of poetry, verse novels, 
short stories, travel tales and longer fiction. A self-confessed voyeur of 
other people’s lives, she is fascinated by the perennial question ‘What if …?’ 
Valerie loves all music – especially classical, opera and jazz – travel and 
cats, not necessarily in that order, but she loves writing most of all. 
Witnesses is her eleventh book.

Witnesses 
Valerie volk 
PB • 198 PP • 210 x 140 • ISBN 9781743059906 • $27.95
Valerie Volk takes us behind the scenes for a fresh look at some of 
the great moments in biblical history. These sixteen compelling 
stories are told by those on the sidelines: Saul’s armourbearer, 
Noah’s daughter-in-law, frightened of water and about to board the 
Ark, a man who cut a hole in the roof of a house to lower his 
paralysed brother to Jesus, David’s daughter Tamar, sexually 
assaulted by her brother … witnesses at the edges of significant and 
familiar stories.
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Fiction / Religion 18 March 2023

Politics / History 18 March 2023

Memoir 01 July 2023

In the Air of an Afternoon  
Almost Past
A memoir of loss
Peter Goers
PB • 104 PP • 210 x 140 • ISBN 9781743059944 • $22.95
On the tempest-tossed afternoon of 9 July 1982, Pan Am flight 759 
crashed into a suburb of New Orleans shortly after takeoff. Eight 
people on the ground and all 145 passengers died, among them 
Peter’s parents, Margaret and Brian Goers, aged 50 and 52. Peter, 
busy with his promising career as a director, had not said goodbye. 
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are his impressions of a strange and tragic journey full of potent memory, 
loss, poignant candour, wisdom and family redemption.

Peter Goers has worked as an actor, director, designer, critic, academic and 
entertainer on two continents. He began writing for the Advertiser in 1985 
and has contributed a weekly opinion column in the Sunday Mail since 1991. 
Peter Goers has won eleven awards as presenter, since 2003, of the 
Evening Show on ABC Radio Adelaide, and in 2013 he was honoured with 
the Medal of the Order of Australia (OAM) for services to the arts, 
community and public broadcasting.

Seven Leaders in Camelot
Thirty turbulent years of politics: An insider’s story
Martin Hamilton-Smith
PB • 344 PP • 234 x 156 • black-and-white and colour t/out • 
ISBN 9781743059739 • $39.95
Martin Hamilton-Smith uses the lens of a life spent as a soldier, 
businessman and politician to interpret the rise and fall of seven South 
Australian leaders over thirty turbulent years. It is a history of 
statesmanship, honour and duty, high ideals, aspiration and outstanding 
political success. It is also a story of failure, dashed hopes, betrayal, 
scheming and deception.
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Martin Hamilton-Smith is a former senior officer in Army Special Forces, 
entrepreneur and businessman, who in a third career served twenty-one 
years in the South Australian parliament. First elected in 1997, he rose 
through the ranks to become Cabinet Secretary, Minister for Tourism and 
Innovation, Leader of the SA Liberal Party and Leader of the Opposition. 
Unhappy with factional divisions and leadership, he resigned to become an 
independent Liberal MP, and then accepted a cabinet position in the 
Weatherill Labor Government as Minister for Investment and Trade, Minister 
for Defence and Space Industries, Minister for Small Business, Minister for 
Health Industries and Minister for Veterans Affairs. He left public office in 
2018 and now lives in Adelaide.

Ian Hancock has written extensively on the political history of Uganda and 
of Southern Rhodesia/Rhodesia/Zimbabwe; and taught courses on 
imperial, colonial and African history at Monash University and on African, 
Australian and British history at the Australian National University. 
He has published many entries on Liberal Party figures for the Australian 
Dictionary of Biography. He has also published biographies of former Prime 
Minister Sir John Gorton, former NSW Premier Nick Greiner, former 
federal Attorney-General and long-term leader of the NSW Bar Tom 
Hughes, and of Gorton’s controversial and trail-blazing staffer, Ainsley 
Gotto.

Sir Josiah Symon KCMG KC
A biography
Ian Hancock
PB • 398 PP • 234 x 156 • black-and-white t/out • 
ISBN 9781743059746 • $45.00
Josiah Symon arrived in South Australia from Scotland in 1866 
just before his 20th birthday. His baggage included two boxes 
of books, references praising his primary school teaching and a few 
English pounds. In 1934 he left an estate valued in modern terms 
at $22 million.

History / Music / Memoir 01 July 2023

An Insider’s History of  
the Adelaide Symphony Orchestra
Paul Blackman
PB • 208 PP • 272 x 218 • black-and-white and colour 
illustrations t/out • ISBN 9781743059760 • $45.00
This history of the Adelaide Symphony Orchestra tells the story 
from its creation through to the world class ensemble that 
performs today. 
   Paul Blackman’s background as a long-serving ASO musician, 
player representative and member of management places him in 
an ideal position to recount the orchestra’s history. As well as 

offering insights into the orchestra’s operations – sometimes from a 
personal perceptive – the many amusing anecdotes will engage the reader. 

Paul Blackman grew up in Sydney and attended the Sydney Conservatorium 
High School. After a period in the ABC Training Orchestra, he was appointed 
Sub Principal Contrabassoon with the New Zealand Symphony Orchestra, 
and took leave for advanced study in Germany and England. He became the 
Adelaide Symphony Orchestra’s Principal Contrabassoon in 1981. After 
many years on the SOMA National Executive Committee, he became National 
President. His last six years’ service at the ASO was in the role of Human 
Resources Manager, in which his duties included that of orchestral archivist.
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revised edition History / Art Out Now

crippled; and a crooked lawyer swindles Polly of her life savings. Although 
tragedy robs Polly’s life of joy, her independent spirit is never quelled. 
   This is a history with a human face.

Phyllis Somerville completed her schooling in Adelaide at Methodist Ladies 
College and graduated in 1924. Always an avid reader, she composed her 
own words with music for family occasions. Phyllis wrote Not Only in Stone 
when she was thirty-one, and it won the Advertiser Centenary Prize. She 
also wrote a prize-winning play, numerous short stories, and many scripts 
for the ABC school broadcasts in the 1940s and 1950s. 

Not Only in Stone
Phyllis Somerville 
PB • 328 PP • 210 x 140 • ISBN 9781743059913 • $32.95
Not Only in Stone is the story of Polly Thomas, a woman of strength, 
courage, and compassion, whose life is intimately tied to the 
pioneering era of South Australia. 
   Polly arrives in Adelaide from Cornwall in 1865 with her husband 
Nathan, a miner, Richard, her baby son, and Ellen, her young sister. 
The baby had been born on the long and arduous voyage to Australia. 
Polly and Nathan move to the copper mining towns on the Yorke 
Peninsula where tragedy and death haunt Polly’s life. Her sister dies 
in childbirth; Polly has four children but only two survive; Nathan is 
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New Edition Historical Fiction 01 July 2023

Reprint Art 01 July 2023

History 15 May 2023

More than Miners
Cornish Essays from South Australia
Edited by Jan Lokan, Philip Payton
PB • 254 PP • 234 x 156 • black-and-white t/out • 
ISBN 9781743059951 • $34.95
In South Australia, the Cornish connection with the state’s copper-
mining communities is well-known and deservedly celebrated. But 
mining was only ever part of their story. They were, as this volume 
makes clear, much More Than Miners. 
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1 Jan Lokan gained a PhD in Education in Ottawa, Canada. Her working life 

was in educational research. She has many publications in that field and 
was awarded a Centennial Medal for services to educational research.

Philip Payton is Emeritus Professor of Cornish & Australian Studies at the 
University of Exeter, where he was formerly Director of the Institute of 
Cornish Studies, and is Professor of History at Flinders University as well 
as Honorary Professor at the Australian National University. He is the 
author or editor of more than sixty books.

Dogs in Australian Art
Steven Miller
PB • 224 PP • 240 x 195 • full colour t/out • 
ISBN 9781743054086 • $39.95
Dogs in Australian Art looks at Australian art through the lens of dog 
painting, showcasing over 150 masterworks that illustrate the deep 
bond between Australians and their best friends. Steven Miller’s 
whimsical text argues that all the major shifts which occurred in 
Australian art, and which have traditionally been attributed to the 
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His book is also a study of how the various dog breeds have been depicted 
from colonial times until the present. It features over 80 dog breeds.

Steven Miller is head of the Research Library and Archive of the Art Gallery 
of New South Wales. He has published widely on art, with his book on 
Australian culture between the two world wars (Degenerates and Perverts) 
winning the NSW Premier’s Australian History Award in 2006. He lives in 
Sydney and is the proud owner of Finbar, a Welsh Terrier.

all walks of life. Works of art by well-known artists hung amid seventeenth 
and eighteenth century oak furnishings and panelling.
   Carrick Hill tells the story of Australia’s most intact twentieth-century 
house museum, bequeathed by Ursula and Edward Hayward to the people 
of South Australia and the nation. The second edition of the book includes 
Georgina Downey’s insights into the interior design and decoration of the 
house, plus tales from the attic and a gallery of images by master 
photographer Mick Bradley that truly create a portrait of this unique place. 
Historical images and reproductions of many art works take us into a 
bygone era of luxurious living, generosity and style.

Carrick Hill
A portrait
Richard Heathcote, Mick Bradley
Jacketed HB • 168 PP • 280 x 230 • full colour t/out • 
ISBN 9781743056714 • $59.95
From the late 1930s Carrick Hill was the home of one of Adelaide’s 
most prestigious couples, Adelaide heiress Ursula (nee Barr-Smith) 
and successful businessman Edward Hayward. Their foothills mansion 
overlooking the city was alive with social gatherings and guests from 
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Revised Edition History / Photography 01 July 2023

Sea Change
A pictorial history of the City of Holdfast Bay
Jim Blake
PB • 200 PP • 285 x 230 • full colour t/out • 
ISBN 9781743059029 • $45.00 
Adelaide’s coastal settlements have undergone mighty changes 
over the last 175 years. Using rare and marvellous photographs, 
including many from the 19th century, Sea Change showcases the 
history of these favourite places, including Glenelg, Brighton, 
Seacliff and more, that now make up the City of Holdfast Bay.
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Jim Blake has lived in or within 500 metres of the City of Holdfast Bay for 
65 years. He has been a volunteer at the Holdfast Bay History Centre for 
nine years. Jim became interested in the changing face of Holdfast Bay 
whilst helping to catalogue the History Centre’s photographic collection and 
later seeing the interest shown by others whilst being a tour guide on 
historic walks and guest speaking at service clubs and schools. Jim is a 
keen amateur photographer and virtually all of the ‘now’ photographs in 
this book are his work. He has also ensured that the production of this book 
has come to fruition.
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Spotlight Titles

Dream Tetras
Mike Ladd, Cathy Brooks
PB • 88 PP • 230 x 190 • full colour t/out • 
ISBN 9781743059654 • Essays / Art / Experimental • 
$39.95

Combining experimental essays and extraordinary images, 
Dream Tetras is a collaboration between writer Mike Ladd 
and artist Cathy Brooks. Mike Ladd’s essays embrace 
randomness, cascading internet searches and accidental 
correspondences with waking life. Cathy Brooks’s images 
use photography, drawing, collage, painting and photoshop.

Blooms and Brushstrokes
A floral history of Australian art

Penelope Curtin, Tansy Curtin
HB • 216 PP • 275 x 220 • full colour t/out • 
ISBN 9781743056493 • Art • $70.00

Blooms and Brushstrokes takes you on a unique journey 
through the history of Australian art, one flower at a time, 
examining the blooms depicted in still lifes, floral portraits, 
decorative interiors and botanical illustrations by a long line 
of Australian artists. 

9
7
8
1
7
4
3
0
5
8
4
3
5

9
7
8
1
7
4
3
0
5
8
7
1
8

9
7
8
1
7
4
3
0
5
9
5
7
9

9
7
8
1
7
4
3
0
5
6
4
9
3

9
7
8
1
7
4
3
0
5
9
6
5
4

9
7
8
1
7
4
3
0
5
9
5
0
0

Palya
Stewart Roper
HB • 164 PP • 285 x 285 • ISBN 9781743058718 •
Photography • $54.95

A stunning photographic book from two decades on the 
Anangu Pitjantjatjara Yankunytjatjara Lands in north 
western South Australia. Palya: Good. Palya is used often in 
Pitjantjatjara/Yankunytjatjara and can have a variety of 
meanings, all essentially translating to ‘good’, as in ‘I am 
feeling good (well)’, or ‘That is good’. It is also used in 
greeting as in ‘Nyuntu palya; you well?’.

Grandfather Shark and the Robbers
John Riviere Morris, Hugo Shaw
HB • 28 PP • 210 x 297 • full colour t/out • 
ISBN 9781743059500 • Picture Book • $29.95

Grandfather Shark is very old and a little bit grumpy. But when 
robbers arrive in his seaside town, he hatches a plan to stop 
them.

Road Tripping with Pearl Nash
Poppy Nwosu
PB • 276 PP • 210 x 140 • ISBN 9781743058435 •
Young Adult Fiction • $24.95

The summer is finally here, and Pearl Nash is on a mission 
to save her slowly disintegrating friendship with a 
whirlwind end-of-year road trip that is definitely, 
absolutely, most positively going to solve all her problems. 
Except, instead of her best friend Daisy’s feet on her dash, 
suddenly Pearl ends up stuck in the middle of the desert 
beside Obi Okocha, a boy with a mega-watt smile and an 
endlessly irritating attitude. Nothing could be worse than 
this. She’s wrong.

Trusted
Children and aspirin, a deadly dance of science,  
business, and politics

Karen Starko
PB • 384 PP • 234 x 156 • ISBN 9781743059579 •
Medicine / Science • $45.00

Before Covid-19, before Flint, before AIDS, this deadly brain-
swelling illness was striking down thousands of perfectly healthy 
children and was one of the first man-made public health crises 
in modern times. Trusted is a non-fiction, memoir-expose of Karen 
Starko’s discovery of aspirin as the cause and history of this 
decades-long, twentieth-century tragedy. 

New Exuberance
Contemporary Australian Textile Design

Meryl Ryan, Clare Press,  
Shannon Brett, Stephen Goddard
HB • 184 PP • 210 x 210 • full colour t/out • 
ISBN 9781743059661 • Art / Textiles • $39.95

From highly original First Nations artists to dynamic 
interdisciplinary collaborations, New Exuberance celebrates 
over 30 diverse and eclectic textile-based practices in 
contemporary art, design and fashion in Australia now.

She’s a Beauty!
The story of the first Holdens

Don Loffler 
Jacketed HB • 304 PP • 230 x 210 • full colour t/out •
ISBN 9781743059470 • Automotives • $59.95

Back in print – but with a difference. Now in two volumes, this 
lavishly illustrated first volume documents the Holden story from 
1934 to 1948. Volume One, rich with new stories, photographs and 
facts, includes not only material from the 2006 enlarged edition, but 
also relevant material from its sequel, Still Holden Together, which is 
unlikely to be re-published.
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Fire
A message from the edge of climate catastrophe
Margi Prideaux
PB • 364 PP • 226 x 150 • ISBN 9781925856569 •
Environment / Journalism • $34.95

From a Kangaroo Island resident, Fire is a love letter to a 
small community who has a message for the world. The time 
for hollow words and targets and plans is over. Communities 
need to take back their control and consciously adapt to living 
in a world with more apocalyptic wildfires, killer heat domes, 
catastrophic rain bombs, lethal floods and mudslides, deadly 
droughts, and violent sandstorms.

Crazy Bastard
A memoir of forced adoption

Abraham Maddison
PB • 344 PP • 234 x 156 • ISBN 9781743059715 • 
Memoir • $39.95

Abe abandons his 30-year journalism career on the brink of 
a breakdown, haunted by addiction, compulsion and 
obsession, and carrying the heavy baggage of a boy who 
found his adoption papers at 15. Crazy Bastard is raw and 
harrowing, brutally honest, and beautifully vulnerable. It is 
one man’s search for identity, for love, and for the truth.
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