taster Bilky's Friends

by Kristin Martin and Bianca Richardson

Storytime Session Themes

Themes

Honey Possum’s Bush Café is suited to Storytime sessions with the themes of:

Easter: the book is set at Australian animals: there Planting seeds and seedlings:
Easter with Easter Bilby are four native Australian in the story, children plant seeds
as a main character. animals as characters. and seedlings to provide food

and shelter for the animals.
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Baster Bllluys Friends Honey Possum’s Bush Café is the second book in the Easter Bilby’s
Friends series. Set in the Stirling Range in Western Australia, it
explains to children how introduced wild rabbits affect the native
plants and animals in the area and what they can do to help.
The book also raises awareness of the problem of foxes and
introduces the concept of wildlife corridors.

Easter Bilby delivers Easter eggs across Australia, finishing at the
brand new Bush Café. He finds Honey Possum, Malleefowl and
Black-gloved Wallaby busy preparing for their grand opening.
But there’s a problem! The animals explain that their families are
not able to travel to the Bush Café. There is no food for them to
eat on their journey because the wild rabbits have eaten it all.
Also, there are too many scary foxes along the way. Easter Bilby
helps his friends by delivering seeds and seedlings to the nearby
children, who plant them so they grow into food for the travelling
animals to eat. The families journey to the Bush Café and arrive
in time for the grand opening.

The Facts behind the Story provide further information about
the wild rabbit and fox problem, wildlife corridors, the character
animals and some of the plants they eat.
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taster Bilby's Friends

Storytime Session Outline

Related Songs:
Where Oh Where is the Easter Bilby (YouTube)

Little Easter Bilby had a fly upon his nose
(to the tune of Little Peter Rabbit had a fly upon his nose)

Reading the Story

When reading the story to preschool students, do not read the poem as it is too long
for them.

While reading the story, have the children act out the animals as they are introduced:
Easter Bilby: carry a basket of Easter eggs and skip around while handing out the eggs

Malleefowl: walk around and peck at the ground, scratch the ground with their feet
and stretch out their wings

Black-gloved Wallaby: hop around like a kangaroo and stop to nibble at the grass
Honey Possum: lick and nibble at banksia flowers

When the children in the story plant seeds and seedlings, ask the children to pick up an
imaginary spade and dig a hole, then put the seedling in the hole, pat down the dirt
around it and water it with an imaginary watering can.

You can also use a felt board and put on felt pictures of grasses, bushes and trees.

With the double page spread where the malleefowl and black-gloved wallabies travel
to the Bush Café, have the children hop/ walk and pretend to nibble at the plants.

At the grand opening of the Bush Café, point out the sounds each animal makes when
it eats and have the children imitate them.

Hand on Activities
www.easterbilbysfriends.org.au/banjo-frog-resources
Download and print the finger puppets and colour-in page.

For an Easter Storytime session, download and print the Easter basket and Easter card.
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taster Bilby's Friends

About the Author

Kristin Martin is a poet, primary school teacher and the author
of Banjo Frog’s Concert Spectacular and To Rhyme or Not to
Rhyme? She lives in Adelaide, South Australia with her family,
green tree frogs, turtles and a bearded dragon named Ash.

kristinmartin.net

About the lllustrator

Bianca Richardson is a graphic designer and illustrator with a love
for wonky hand drawn lines. She is the illustrator of Banjo Frog’s
Concert Spectacular, the first book in the Easter Bilby’s Friends
series. Bianca lives in the beautiful Limestone Coast region of
South Australia with her husband and their two little legends.

Jjustdrawmorebianca.com

About the Foundation for Rabbit-Free Australia

Foundation for Rabbit-Free Australia is an incorporated, not-for-profit
environmental charity dedicated to the control of European wild rabbits
in Australia. The Foundation raises awareness of the harm caused by wild
rabbits, supports ongoing research into control options, and encourages
land managers in their efforts to apply best practice rabbit controls.

easterbilbysfriends.org.au
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